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  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments:

On January 18, 2017, Jason Duffey left a voice message for Jenny Skufca, Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources Incidental Take Authorization Coordinator.  Jenny Skufca returned the call on January 19, 2017.  

Jenny Skufca indicated the following during the conversation:

 She is not normally involved in the Incidental Take Authorization (ITA) process until a habitat 

conservation plan (HCP) has been prepared and/or a project proponent has been referred up to her 

from Impact Assessment (Keith Shank).  GAI should continue to coordinate with Keith Shank until such 

time that it is determined that an HCP will be prepared.  

 She can complete preliminary reviews prior to submitting the final HCP, and while IDNR cannot 

authorize take of species that are also federally-listed until USFWS makes a determination those 

species, the HCP process can continue in the meantime.  

 She indicated that because the HCP process is optional, Spire should determine whether or not the 

Project will affect state-listed species (with the assistance of IDNR Impact Assessment), and take the 

appropriate course of action.  In the case of a negative mist net survey for northern long-eared bats, 

Spire should determine if an HCP for that species is still necessary.

 She indicated that she was not currently aware of recent cases where the INDR had authorized take on 

private lands without the landowner’s consent, i.e. through an easement rather than a condemnation.  
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However, she was not sure if INDR had the authority for such an authorization or not. 

Follow up Items

 GAI should contact Keith Shank for further coordination

 GAI may follow up with Jenny Skufca when reviews of the draft HCP are needed
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Ali Trunzo

To: Kieninger, Tara
Cc: Lori Ferry; Jayme Fuller
Subject: RE: Timber Rattlesnake data - Principia

 

 

From: Kieninger, Tara [mailto:Tara.Kieninger@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2017 11:38 AM 

To: Ali Trunzo <A.Trunzo@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com>; Jayme Fuller <J.Fuller@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: RE: Timber Rattlesnake data - Principia 

 

Dear Ali – 

 

I have attached the GIS data as per your request.  Please adhere to the terms of the Data License Agreement.  Should 

you have questions about those terms, don’t hesitate to ask.  Note that your data license expires in 1 year.  It is your 

responsibility to request a data license renewal and data refresh before that deadline.  Some of our data requestors find 

it helpful to put a reminder in their electronic calendar.  

 

Projected Coordinate System:  Illinois State Transverse_Mercator 

Projection:  Transverse_Mercator 

False_Easting:  3280833.33333330 

False_Northing:  3937000.00000000 

Central_Meridian:  -89.50000000 

Scale_Factor:  0.99985294 

Latitude_Of_Origin:  36.66666667 

Linear Unit:  Foot_US 

 

 

The IDNRetspecies dataset contains locations of state and federal endangered and threatened species (except timber 

rattlesnakes, see below) within 1 mile of the project area. 

The IDNRtimberrattlesnakes dataset contains locations of timber rattlesnakes within 1 mile of the project area. 

The IDNRmussels dataset contains locations of endangered & threatened mussels within Green, Jersey, & Scott 

Counties.   

 

Attribute Field Description 

FID, Shape, 

FEATURE_ID, 

EO_ID, SHAPE_ID, 

ELCODE 

Database tracking codes 

EO_NUM Tracking number for a particular species (i.e. tyto alba #1, tyto alba #2, tyto alba #3, etc.) 

SNAME Scientific name or community name 

SCOMNAME Common name or descriptive community name 

EST_REP_AC Estimated Representation Accuracy:  Level of accuracy associated with the EOREP. The area 

observed to be occupied by the EOREP relative to the area contained within the footprint of 

the EOREP. Differences in these two values result from including additional area within the 

EOREP boundary to incorporate associated locational uncertainty.  Data provided with 

detailed location information (i.e. GPS coordinates) are given a small (if any) buffer to 

account for minimal locational uncertainty and the EST REP AC value would be high.  Data 
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with less precise location information are given a larger buffer to account for larger 

locational uncertainty and the EST REP AC value would be low. 

CONFIDENCE Confidence Extent: Indicates whether the full extent of the Element is known (i.e., has been 

determined through field survey) at that location and, therefore, is represented by the 

Element Occurrence (EO). 

LAST_OBS_D Date last observed 

SURVEY_DAT Date last surveyed 

S_PROTECTI State Protection Status: LE – listed as endangered, LT – listed as threatened, RT – removed 

from threatened species list  

COUNTIES Counties in which the EO occurs 

Elcode_bcd General Code: Major taxa and other resources grouped by starting letter of this code: 

• A = vertebrate animals 

(AA=amphibians/AB=birds/AF=fish/AM=mammals/AR=reptiles) 

• C = high-quality natural communities 

• G = significant geological features 

• I = invertebrate animals (IC=crustaceans/II=insects/IM=mussels) 

• O = other (OU=unusual flora & fauna concentrations/OW=rookeries) 

• N = non-vascular plants 

• P = vascular plants 

Name_categ General species category 

 

 

The IDNRinai dataset contains locations of Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) sites within 1 mile of the project area.   

 

Attribute Field Description 

FID, Shape, FEATURE_ID, 

SHAPE_ID 

Database tracking codes 

SITE_NAME INAI site name 

CATEGORIES Categories under which a site qualifies for inclusion on the INAI: 

• Cat. I = High quality natural community and natural community restorations 

• Cat. II = Specific suitable habitat for state-listed species or species relocations 

• Cat. III = State dedicated Nature Preserves, Land and Water Reserves, and 

Natural Heritage Landmarks 

• Cat. IV = Outstanding geological features 

• Cat. V = (Not used at this time) 

• Cat. VI = Unusual concentrations of flora or fauna and high quality streams 

NAINUM INAI number 

 

 

The IDNRinpc dataset contains locations of lands enrolled in Illinois Nature Preserves Commission (INPC) land protection 

programs including Nature Preserves and Land and Water Reserves, as well as Natural Heritage Landmarks, in the 

project area.  To learn more about INPC programs, visit: http://dnr.state.il.us/inpc/. 

 

Attribute Field Description 

FID, Shape, FEATURE_ID, 

SHAPE_ID 

Database tracking codes 

INPC_NUMBE INPC number 

Ma_name INPC site name 
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Payment of Fees 

Fees for this request have been waived as there is a small number of tracked resources concentrated generally in one 

small area of the project corridor. 

 

 

Disclaimers 

Please be aware that the Natural Heritage Database cannot provide a conclusive statement on the presence, absence, or 

condition of significant natural features in Illinois.  The Department of Natural Resources can only summarize the 

existing information known to us at the time of the request.  This report should not be regarded as a final statement on 

the area being considered, nor should it substitute for field surveys required for environmental assessments. 

 

This letter is separate from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources consultation requirement under the Illinois 

Endangered Species Act (530 ILCS 10/11) and the Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act (525 ILCS 30/17).  For more 

information on this process, please contact the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Division of Ecosystems and 

Environment, at One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, Illinois 62702-1271 or by telephone at (217)785-5500.  

 

 

Note: data from the Illinois Natural Heritage Database is updated with new information on a daily to quarterly basis 

depending on the dataset involved.  It is your responsibility to request data updates should your project’s timeline 

warrant it.  The majority of requests are answered within 2 weeks of their receipt.  Please plan ahead to allow ample 

time for receipt of the data.  

 

For Future Note: 

 

Information related to natural resources in the vicinity of a project site can be elicited from the EcoCAT 

(Ecological Compliance Assessment Tool) public website by submitting an "Information Request' or by initiating 

the Endangered Species Consultation Process there.  Results are instantaneous.  EcoCAT can be used to discover 

if known records of endangered or threatened species, Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) Sites, dedicated 

Illinois Nature Preserves, or registered Land & Water Reserves exist "in the vicinity.”  A report will be generated 

that summarizes those sensitive resources.  Note that there is a $500 fee if you choose the Consultation 

option  with this tool.   

  

Go to the IDNR EcoCAT web page: http://dnr.illinois.gov/EcoPublic/ and follow the instructions on-

screen.  EcoCAT will not provide exact locations for sensitive resources, but it will inform you if any of these 

resources are in the vicinity, either within or just outside the footprint of the project site that you draw.  

 

Lists of endangered or threatened species, Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) sites, and lands protected by the Illinois 

Nature Preserves Commission (INPC) for each county are provided on our 

webpage:  http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/NaturalHeritage/Pages/NaturalHeritageDatabase.aspx. Be sure to 

check back quarterly for updates to this list. 

  

Let me know if you have any questions. 

 

 

Tara Kieninger 

Heritage Database Program Manager 

Illinois Dept of Natural Resources - ORC 

One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, IL  62711 

(217)782-2685 (phone) / (217)785-2438 (fax) 

tara.kieninger@illinois.gov 
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Ali Trunzo

Subject: RE: Timber Rattlesnake data - Principia

 

From: Ali Trunzo  

Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2016 2:34 PM 

To: 'Kieninger, Tara' <Tara.Kieninger@Illinois.gov> 

Cc: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com>; Jayme Fuller <J.Fuller@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: RE: Timber Rattlesnake data - Principia 

 

Tara, 

 

Attached is the signed data request agreement. As recommended by IDNR, in addition to the Timber Rattlesnake data 

we would also like to request any additional T&E species locations within the Project area (see attached shapefile), as 

well as listed and nonlisted mussel species locations within the counties crossed by the Project. 

 

We would prefer to receive shapefiles of the Timber Rattlesnake data in particular. Would there be an additional cost to 

receive shapefiles for the mussels and other T&E? 

 

Thank you, 

 

Ali  

 

 

 



Data License Agreement (License)

for use of Natural Heritage Database Data 
provided by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources in cooperation with the  

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission & the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) hereby grants a revocable License to Lori Ferry of GAI Consultants 

(Licensee) for use of the following Natural Heritage Database (NHD) data:  Listed and non-listed mussel species 

locations in Scott, Greene and Jersey Counties; Timber rattlesnake locations near Principia College campus and West 

Farm Area; and Threatened and Endangered Species locations within the Project review buffer.  IDNR retains the 

ownership of this data, allowing use by the Licensee for:  planning purposes.

USE OF THE DATA IS SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

1. The License is revocable at any time if Licensee fails to comply with its conditions.

2. This License is non-transferable and cannot be provided to third parties by the licensee.  Licensees such as 
consultants or subcontractors may not provide the data to third parties such as a client or contractor.  If the 
third party needs the data for a project, then the third party must also pay the fee and sign a Data License 
Agreement.  Any and all requests for data access from third parties shall be directed to the NHD Program.

3. Licensee understands and acknowledges that the accuracy of this data is time-limited, as the data is updated on 
a daily to quarterly basis.  Licensee agrees to use NHD data only for the term specified, and to request data 
updates as the project time period dictates.  By the following date:  December 27, 2017 (which shall be no later 
than one year following the issuance of this License), the licensee will either:

a. Destroy all copies of these data, or
b. Arrange for License renewal and data update.

4. Licensee acknowledges that the data provided are considered exempt from the Illinois FOIA and agrees not to 
voluntarily release or distribute the data to parties not covered by this License.  Any and all requests for data 
access from third parties shall be directed to NHD.  This License is subject to the condition that the Licensee has 
the authority to deny access to the data.  If the Licensee if forced to release the data by a court order, IDNR 
must be notified and this License will be considered breach.  

5. If the licensee is a governmental or private entity, the licensee shall ensure that internal access to the data is 
limited to those individuals with such entities who require access to the data for the stated project and purpose 
of the Data License Agreement.  The licensee is responsible for ensuring that all such individuals understand and 
adhere to the terms of the Data License Agreement.  

6. Licensee agrees to abide by the NHD fee schedule and payment policy, unless a separate agreement is in place.  
This License may be terminated, revoked, or denied for all present and future uses of the data if payment or 
other mutually agreed compensation is overdue.

7. Licensee understands and acknowledges that release of precise species locations may threaten natural heritage 
resources.  Licensee shall take reasonable precautions to ensure the confidentiality of species locations.  When 
precise species locations need to be displayed in publically-accessible documents or websites, species locations 
should be generalized to a less precise boundary or displayed without the species name when possible.   



8. Licensee shall identify “Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Illinois Nature Preserves Commission, Illinois 
Endangered Species Protection Board, and the Natural Heritage Database” as the data source on any map or 
publication and will include the release date of the data.  

9. Licensee must provide the NHD with any endangered & threatened species information that is collected during 
the term of the Data License Agreement so as to keep the NHD current.  This information includes species 
location, date observed, names of and contact information for observers, and number of individuals observed. 

10. Licensee understands and acknowledges that the data is being provided for planning and assessment purposes 
only.  Receipt of the data does not constitute Department, Commission, or Board review or authorization of any 
proposed project, and does not exempt the licensee from securing necessary permits and approvals from the 
Department, Commission, Board, or other regulatory agency.

11. Data maintained by the NHD Program is gained from the best and most recent information available and 
undergoes quality control and quality assurance.  Because environmental conditions change daily, the NHD 
Program cannot provide a conclusive statement on the presence, absence, or condition of significant natural 
features identified in the Database and can only summarize the information known to us at the time of each 
agreement.  An executed Data License Agreement shall not constitute Department, Commission, or Board 
validation of the licensee’s interpretation of the data.   

12. Licensee understands that the electronic portion of the data is only a representation of the more extensive 
information available in manual files and other electronic files.

By signature on the License, the Licensee hereby accepts all the terms and conditions of this License without exception, 
deletion or alteration.  The Licensee recognizes that any use or release of the data not authorized by this License or 
failure to return the agreement will be considered a breach of this License.  Upon breach, the Licensee shall immediately 
delete all data for this License shall be null and void and use of the data shall be unlawful and constitute unauthorized 
use.

Return this License Agreement and address all correspondence to:

Tara Kieninger
IDNR – Heritage Database Program, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL  62702
(217)782-2685 / (217)785-2438 – fax
tara.kieninger@illinois.gov

12/29/2016
Signature of Licensees  Date

Agency Title Project Manager

Address City/State/Zip Code

Phone Number 630-605-5255 E-mail l.ferry@gaiconsultants.com

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 Aurora, IL 60505

mailto:tara.kieninger@illinois.gov


 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

Spoke with Mr. Kieninger regarding data available for the Project area in the Natural Heritage Database 

information. Timber rattlesnake survey data within the Principia area is available with the data agreement.  

 

Also discussed the presence of mussel species, particularly Greene County. No records for listed mussels 

were noted, however there are locations with unusual concentrations (10 or more live native species).  

 

 

telephone log  

 

    

Date: 12-27-2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Ali Trunzo 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.: 412-399-5096 

 Call To: Tara Kieninger 

 Company: IDNR –Heritage Database Program Manager 

Phone No.: 217-782-2685 

Subject: Natural Heritage Database Information 

 
cc:  
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Ali Trunzo

From: Kieninger, Tara <Tara.Kieninger@Illinois.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 27, 2016 2:39 PM
To: Ali Trunzo
Subject: RE: Timber Rattlesnake data - Principia
Attachments: trunzo_Data License Agreement_dec2016.doc

Hi Ms. Trunzo,  

 

I can provide you with the requested data.  Note that we have received extensive detailed timber rattlesnake locations 

from Principia researchers in the past couple of months.  As such, I will need to have you sign a Data License Agreement 

prior to sending the data.  Please fill out the attached agreement and return it to me via fax or email. 

 

As for the data, I can send you a map of the timber rattlesnake locations free of charge, or I can send you Geographic 

Information System (GIS) shapefiles for a $75 fee.  Let me know which you’d prefer. 

 

Tara Kieninger 

Heritage Database Program Manager 

Illinois Dept of Natural Resources - ORC 

One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, IL  62711 

(217)782-2685 (phone) / (217)785-2438 (fax) 

tara.kieninger@illinois.gov 

 

 

From: Ali Trunzo [mailto:A.Trunzo@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Friday, December 23, 2016 9:46 AM 

To: Kieninger, Tara 

Cc: Lori Ferry; Jayme Fuller 
Subject: [External] Timber Rattlesnake data - Principia 

 

Tara,  

 

As described in my voicemail, we understand that 2016 Timber Rattlesnake data is available for the Principia area 

crossed by Spire’s STL Pipeline Project in Jersey County, Illinois.  

 

We discussed the Project with Jenny Skufka and Brent Krebs of IDNR on Monday, and they suggested that we contact 

you for the data.  Would you be able to provide this? 

 

Thank you, and happy holidays, 

 

Ali 

------------------------------------ 

Alessandra M. Trunzo 
Senior Environmental Specialist 

GAI Consultants 
385 East Waterfront Drive, Homestead, PA 15120-5005 

Direct 412.399.5096 | Office 412.476.2000 | a.trunzo@gaiconsultants.com | gaiconsultants.com   
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
 

 

 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure.  
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Ali Trunzo

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline_Department support

From: Skufca, Jenny [mailto:Jenny.Skufca@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2016 1:27 PM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Krebs, Brent <Brent.Krebs@illinois.gov>; Kath, Joe <Joe.Kath@Illinois.gov>; Rogers, Nancy S 

<Nancy.S.Rogers@Illinois.gov>; Kieninger, Tara <Tara.Kieninger@Illinois.gov>; Shank, Keith <Keith.Shank@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: Spire STL Pipeline_Department support 

 

Lori, 

 

Thank you for the informative call this morning.  As we discussed, please find attached a template for your use for 

development of a Conservation Plan as application for Incidental Take Authorization (ITA).  I have also attached 

Administrative Code 1080, so that you can see the how the review will proceed.  Here is a link to all of the 

Conservation Plans and ITAs – see #138 to Dakota Pipeline for an idea of how an ITA to a pipeline has looked in the 

past: https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/NaturalHeritage/Pages/Incidental-Take-Authorizations.aspx    

 

I have copied Joe Kath, Endangered Species Program Manager; he can assist with getting an Endangered and 

Threatened Species research permit for conducting your surveys.  Here’s a link to the 

application:  https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/NaturalHeritage/Documents/ApplicationforETPossessio

n.pdf  

 

I have copied Nancy Rogers; she can assist with seeking a Scientific Collector’s permit for the potential taking of 

non-listed species.  That application can be found here: 

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/NaturalHeritage/Documents/Scientific%20permit.pdf  

 

I have copied Tara Kieninger, Natural Heritage Database Manager; she can assist you with obtaining an updated 

version of the Endangered and Threatened Species data for your project location. 

 

Finally, I have also copied Keith Shank; he oversees the Impact Assessment Section and can assist you with 

determining the status of your consultation with the Department. 

 

I look forward to working with you.  Please let me know if you need assistance with your Conservation 

Plan.  Thanks. 

 

Jenny 

 

Jenny Skufca 

Incidental Take Authorization Coordinator 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, IL   62702 

(217)557-8243 

 

 

 

 

 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
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communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure.  
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Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

CONSERVATION PLAN 

(Application for an Incidental Take Authorization) 

Per 520 ILCS 10/5.5 and 17 Ill. Adm. Code 1080 

 

150-day minimum required for public review, biological and legal analysis, and permitting 

PROJECT APPLICANT:  

PROJECT NAME:   

COUNTY:    

AREA OF IMPACT:   

The incidental taking of endangered and threatened species shall be authorized by the Illinois Department 

of Natural Resources (IDNR) only if an applicant submits a conservation plan to the IDNR Incidental 

Take Coordinator that meets the following criteria: 

1. A description of the impact likely to result from the proposed taking of the species that would be 

covered by the authorization, including but not limited to -   

A) identification of the area to be affected by the proposed action, include a legal description 

and a detailed description including street address, map(s), and GIS shapefile.  Include an 

indication of ownership or control of affected property.  Attach photos of the project area. 

 

 

B) biological data on the affected species including life history needs and habitat characteristics.  

Attach all biological survey reports. 

 

 

 

C) description of project activities that will result in taking of an endangered or threatened 

species, including practices to be used, a timeline of proposed activities, and any permitting 

reviews, such as a USFWS biological opinion or USACE wetland review.  Please consider all 

potential impacts such as noise, vibration, light, predator/prey alterations, habitat alterations, 

increased traffic, etc. 
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D) explanation of the anticipated adverse effects on listed species; how will the applicant’s 

proposed actions impact each of the species’ life cycle stages. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2) Measures the applicant will take to minimize and mitigate that impact and the funding that will be 

available to undertake those measures, including, but not limited to -  

 A) plans to minimize the area affected by the proposed action, the estimated number of 

individuals of each endangered or threatened species that will be taken, and the amount of 

habitat affected (please provide an estimate of area by habitat type for each species).  

  

 

  

 B) plans for management of the area affected by the proposed action that will enable 

continued use of the area by endangered or threatened species by maintaining/re-establishing 

suitable habitat (for example, native species planting, invasive species control, use of other best 

management practices, restored hydrology, etc.).      

  

 

 

 

 C) description of all measures to be implemented to avoid, minimize, and mitigate the effects 

of the proposed action on endangered or threatened species.  

 Avoidance measures include working outside the species’ habitat. 

 Minimization measures include timing work when species is less sensitive or reducing 

the project footprint.  

 Mitigation is additional beneficial actions that will be taken for the species such as 

needed research, conservation easements, propagation, habitat work, or recovery 

planning.  

 It is the applicants responsibility to propose mitigation measures. IDNR expects 

applicants to provide species conservation benefits 5.5 times larger than their adverse 

impact. 
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 D) plans for monitoring the effects of the proposed actions on endangered or threatened species, 

such as species and habitat monitoring before and after construction, include a plan for follow-up 

reporting to IDNR.  

  

 

 

 E) adaptive management practices that will be used to deal with changed or unforeseen 

circumstances that affect on endangered or threatened species. Consider environmental variables 

such as flooding, drought, and species dynamics as well as other catastrophes.  Management 

practices should include contingencies and specific triggers. Note: Not foreseeing any changes 

does not quality as an adaptive management plan. 

  

 

 

 F) verification that adequate funding exists to support and implement all mitigation activities 

described in the conservation plan. This may be in the form of bonds, certificates of insurance, 

escrow accounts or other financial instruments adequate to carry out all aspects of the 

conservation plan. 

 

 

3) A description of alternative actions the applicant considered that would reduce take, and the reasons 

that each of those alternatives was not selected.  A “no-action” alternative” shall be included in this 

description of alternatives. Please, describe the economic, social, and ecological tradeoffs of each action.  

 

 

 

4) Data and information to indicate that the proposed taking will not reduce the likelihood of the 

survival of the endangered or threatened species in the wild within the State of Illinois, the biotic 

community of which the species is a part, or the habitat essential to the species existence in Illinois. 
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5) An implementing agreement, which shall include, but not be limited to (on a separate piece of paper 

containing signatures): 

 A) the names and signatures of all participants in the execution of the conservation plan; 

 B) the obligations and responsibilities of each of the identified participants with schedules and 

deadlines for completion of activities included in the conservation plan and a schedule for 

preparation of progress reports to be provided to the IDNR; 

 C) certification that each participant in the execution of the conservation plan has the legal 

authority to carry out their respective obligations and responsibilities under the conservation plan; 

 D) assurance of compliance with all other federal, State and local regulations pertinent to the 

proposed action and to execution of the conservation plan;  

 E) copies of any final federal authorizations for a taking already issued to the applicant, if 

any.  

 

PLEASE SUBMIT TO:  Incidental Take Authorization Coordinator, Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources, Division of Natural Heritage, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, 

IL, 62702 OR DNR.ITAcoordinator@illinois.gov    October 2015 

mailto:DNR.ITAcoordinator@illinois.gov


JULY 17, 2001           17 ILL. ADM. CODE        CH. I, SEC. 1080

1

TITLE 17:  CONSERVATION
CHAPTER I:  DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SUBCHAPTER c:  ENDANGERED SPECIES

PART 1080
INCIDENTAL TAKING OF ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES

Section
1080.10 Conservation Plan
1080.20 Notice and Review of Conservation Plans
1080.30 Comments
1080.40 Final Review
1080.50 Notice of Decision
1080.60 Effective Date, Term
1080.70 Separability, Exclusions
1080.80 Appeal, Revocation

AUTHORITY: Implementing and authorized by Section 5.5 of the
Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act [520 ILCS 10/5.5].

SOURCE:  Adopted at 25 Ill. Reg. 9877, effective July 17, 2001.

Section 1080.10   Conservation Plan

Incidental taking of endangered and threatened species shall be
authorized by the Department of Natural Resources (Department)
only if the applicant submits to the Department a conservation plan
that satisfies all criteria established in this Part.

a) A conservation plan submitted to the Department’s Office
of Resource Conservation as the application for
authorization for incidental taking of an endangered or
threatened species shall, at a minimum, include:

1) A description of the impact likely to result from
the proposed taking of the species that would be
covered by the authorization, including but not
limited to:

A) legal description, if available, or detailed
description including street address and map
of the area to be affected by the proposed
action and indicia of ownership or control of
affected property;

B) biological data on the affected species; on
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request of the applicant, the Department shall
provide biological data in the Department’s
possession on the affected species;

C) description of the activities that will result
in taking of an endangered or threatened
species; and

D) explanation of the anticipated adverse effects
on listed species.

2) Measures the applicant will take to minimize and
mitigate that impact and the funding that will be
available to undertake those measures, including,
but not limited to:

A) plans to minimize the area affected by the
proposed action, the estimated number of
individuals of an endangered or threatened
species that will be taken and the amount of
habitat affected;

B) plans for management of the area affected by
the proposed action that will enable continued
use of the area by endangered or threatened
species;

C) description of all measures to be implemented
to minimize or mitigate the effects of the
proposed action on endangered or threatened
species;

D) plans for monitoring the effects of measures
implemented to minimize or mitigate the
effects of the proposed action on endangered
or threatened species;

E) adaptive management practices that will be
used to deal with changed or unforeseen
circumstances that affect the effectiveness of
measures instituted to minimize or mitigate
the effects of the proposed action on
endangered or threatened species; and

F) verification that adequate funding exists to
support and implement all mitigation
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activities described in the conservation plan.
This may be in the form of bonds, certificates
of insurance, escrow accounts or other
financial instruments adequate to carry out
all aspects of the conservation plan.

3) A description of alternative actions the applicant
considered that would not result in take, and the
reasons that each of those alternatives was not
selected.  A “no-action” alternative shall be
included in this description of alternatives.

4) Data and information to indicate that the proposed
taking will not reduce the likelihood of the
survival of the endangered or threatened species in
the wild within the State of Illinois, the biotic
community of which the species is a part or the
habitat essential to the species existence in
Illinois.

5) An implementing agreement, which shall include, but
not be limited to:

A) the names and signatures of all participants
in the execution of the conservation plan;

B) the obligations and responsibilities of each
of the identified participants with schedules
and deadlines for completion of activities
included in the conservation plan and a
schedule for preparation of progress reports
to be provided to the Department;

C) certification that each participant in the
execution of the conservation plan has the
legal authority to carry out their respective
obligations and responsibilities under the
conservation plan;

D) assurance of compliance with all other
federal, State and local regulations pertinent
to the proposed action and to execution of the
conservation plan; and

E) copies of any final federal authorizations for
a taking already issued to the applicant, if
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any.

b) The Department, after review and public comment, may
require additional measures  as necessary or appropriate
to the success of the conservation plan.  Requirements
for additional measures shall be based on the life
history needs of the species involved.

c) A Habitat Conservation Plan approved by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 10 of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 [26 USC 1539], and amendments
thereto, may be submitted in lieu of the conservation
plan described in this Section.

d) Authorization to take an endangered or threatened species
under the terms of a biological opinion issued by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7 of
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 [26 USC 1536], and
amendments thereto, or regulations implementing Section
7 [50 CFR 402] may be submitted in lieu of the
conservation plan described in this Section.

Section 1080.20 Notice and Review of Conservation Plans

a) After receipt of a conservation plan, the Department
shall, within 30 days, review the conservation plan to
determine if all required information has been provided
by the applicant and:

1) acknowledge receipt of the complete conservation
plan in writing; or

2) notify the applicant in writing of any deficiencies
in the conservation plan and provide the applicant
an opportunity to supply additional information to
the Department.  Any late-breaking or additional
information will be considered part of the
conservation plan for purposes of this Part.

b) When the applicant is notified by the Department that the
conservation plan is complete as defined in this Part,
the applicant shall place a notice in a local newspaper
of general circulation in the locality of the proposed
action at least once a week for 3 consecutive weeks.  At
least 14 days shall elapse between the first and last
publications of the notice. The notice shall also be
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published one time in the official State newspaper,
concurrent with the first publication in a local
newspaper of general circulation.  A copy of the notice
as it will appear in the newspaper shall be submitted to
the Department for approval before the first publication.
The notice shall include, at a minimum, the following:

1) the name and mailing address of the applicant;

2) a map or description that clearly shows or
describes the precise location and boundaries of
both the area to be affected by the proposed
project and any areas to be affected by provisions
of the conservation plan and is sufficient to
enable local residents to readily identify the
subject areas.  It must include towns, bodies of
water, local landmarks, or any other information
that would identify the subject areas.  If a map is
used, it shall indicate the north direction;

3) a summary of the incidental taking for which
authorization is being requested;

4) a summary of the measures that will be instituted
to minimize and mitigate the effects of the
proposed incidental taking;

5) the location where a copy of the conservation plan
is available for inspection;

6) the street and e-mail address of the office of the
Department to which comments on the conservation
plan may be submitted; and

7) the closing date for receipt of written comments on
the conservation plan.

c) The applicant shall:

1) provide copies of the conservation plan to be
available for review at the nearest public library
in the county or counties in which the proposed
action will occur.  Copies distributed for public
review shall not include any trade secrets as
defined by the Illinois Trade Secrets Act [765 ILCS
1065/2(d)]; and



JULY 17, 2001           17 ILL. ADM. CODE        CH. I, SEC. 1080

6

2) provide copies of the conservation plan to the
Executive Director of the Illinois Endangered
Species Protection Board (Board).

d) After the applicant’s public notice is approved by the
Department, the Department shall provide notice of the
receipt of the conservation plan to any person who has
requested notice.  The Department shall maintain a
permanent list of those persons or organizations that
wish to be notified of all conservation plans it
receives.

Section 1080.30 Comments

Written comments on a conservation plan  may be submitted to the
Department by any person within 30 days after the last publication
of the notice required by Section 1080.20(b).  Comments will be
accepted by electronic mail upon confirmation of authorship.  The
Department shall, upon receipt of written comments, transmit a copy
of the comments to the applicant.  The applicant shall evaluate the
public comments received from the Department and shall submit an
analysis of the comments no later than 10 days after the close of
the public comment period.  The analysis shall include a list of
all persons or organizations making comment; a list of the
criticisms, suggestions and comments raised; and the applicant’s
analysis of each criticism, suggestion or comment.  The analysis
shall also include a description of any revision to the
Conservation Plan that the applicant is making in response to
public comment.  The comments and the applicant’s analysis may be
used by the Department pursuant to Section 1080.30 to support any
additional measures that may be necessary or appropriate to assure
the success of the Conservation Plan.

Section 1080.40 Final Review

a) The Department’s Office of Resource Conservation shall
coordinate and perform the review of the conservation
plan and issue the incidental take authorization pursuant
to this Part.  The Department shall complete its review
of the conservation plan within 120 days after the first
publication of the notice required in Section 1080.20(b).
After reviewing the conservation plan, the Department may
authorize the incidental taking if the Department finds
that the taking will meet all of the following
requirements:
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1) the taking will not be the purpose of, but will be
only incidental to, the carrying out of an
otherwise lawful activity;

2) the parties to the conservation plan will, to the
maximum extent practicable, minimize and mitigate
the impact caused by the taking;

3) the parties to the conservation plan will ensure
that adequate funding for the conservation plan
will be provided as described in Section
1080.10(a)(2)(F);

4) based on the best available scientific data, the
Department has determined that the taking will not
reduce the likelihood of the survival of the
endangered species or threatened species in the
wild within the State of Illinois, the biotic
community of which the species is a part, or the
habitat essential to the species’ existence in
Illinois;

5) any additional measures, based upon the life
history needs of the species involved,  that the
Department may require as necessary or appropriate
for the purposes of the conservation plan will be
performed;

6) the public has received notice of the availability
of the conservation plan and has had the
opportunity to comment before the Department made
any decision regarding the authorization of
incidental take; and

7) the Department has sought the advice of  the Board
and provided written response to any Board comments
regarding the issuance of authorization for
incidental taking and on the terms of any
authorization to be issued.

b) If the Department finds that the conservation plan does
not meet the above requirements, the Department may
require that a party to the conservation plan make
additional assurances or agree to additional terms and
conditions that the Department finds necessary to assure
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that the requirements in subsections (a)(1) through
(a)(6) will be met before authorizing incidental taking.
Requirements for inclusion of additional assurances in a
conservation plan shall be based on the life history
needs of the species involved.  The Department shall deny
an authorization for incidental taking if the
conservation plan does not meet the requirements of
subsection (a) and the applicant refuses to accept the
additional terms and conditions or refuses to make
additional assurances determined necessary by the
Department.

Section 1080.50 Notice of Decision

a) The Department shall provide written notice to the
applicant of the approval or denial of authorization for
incidental taking.  The written notice shall constitute
the authorization for incidental taking or the denial of
the authorization for incidental taking is effective as
of the date of execution by the Director of the
Department’s Office of Resource Conservation.

b) The Department shall make available to any person who
requests it a copy of any written notice authorizing
incidental taking.

Section 1080.60  Effective Date, Term

Any authorization for incidental take issued pursuant to 520 ILCS
10/5.5 and this Part shall have an effective date and term.  The
term of the authorization for incidental take shall be sufficient
to assure  that the terms and conditions of the authorization and
the measures described in the conservation plan may be fully
executed and that monitoring of the effects of those measures can
be carried out for a length of time that will determine their
adequacy for protection and enhancement of the endangered or
threatened species.

Section 1080.70 Separability, Exclusions

a) Authorization for incidental taking shall be separate and
distinct from any other action of the Department.
Issuance of any permit, license or authorization by the
Department under any authority other than that granted in
Section 5.5 of the Illinois Endangered Species Protection
Act shall not constitute authorization for incidental
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take.  Issuance of any permit, license or authorization
by the Department under any authority other than that
granted in Section 5.5 of the Illinois Endangered Species
Protection Act shall not be interpreted as an assurance
that incidental take authorization will be issued.

b) Certain activities that are planned, designed and
executed for the benefit of one or more endangered or
threatened species and may result in the incidental take
of individuals of those species are exempt from the
provisions of this Section.  Exempt activities shall be
those listed in 17 Ill. Adm. Code 1075.30(c).  The
Department shall have the right to require persons
carrying out such activities to submit information to
justify the claimed exemption from this Section.

Section 1080.80 Appeal, Revocation

a) The applicant may appeal a denial of authorization for
incidental taking.  Such appeal shall be heard pursuant
to Subpart C of 17 Ill. Adm. Code 2530 - Department
Formal Hearings for Rulemaking and Contested Cases.

b) Authorization issued under this Part may be revoked by
the Department for failure to implement any provision of
the conservation plan.  The Department shall issue notice
of the revocation and, if requested by the permittee, may
conduct a hearing on the revocation pursuant to Subpart
C of 17 Ill. Adm. Code 2530 - Department Formal Hearings
Conducted for Rulemaking and Contested Cases.  Revocation
of a permit may subject the permittee to criminal
penalties as provided in the Endangered Species
Protection Act if a taking is found subsequent to the
revocation or if the taking is proximate to the failure
to implement the conservation plan.



 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

As a follow up to the meeting that Spire had with the Illinois agencies last week, Spire held a separate 

conference call with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Incidental Take Authorization coordinator 

(Jenny Skufca) and the Chief of Staff (Brent Krebs).  

Spire requested additional consultation information for the following state listed species: 

 

Timber rattlesnake 

 IDNR has received the data from Principia College for the 2016 timber rattlesnake surveys. IDNR has 

not yet shared this information with Spire but can (GAI to follow up separately). The data indicates that 

there were dens located on either side of the proposed pipeline right-of-way on the bluffs.   

 It is recommended that an Incidental Take Authorization be obtained through this area. IDNR asked if 

there were construction measures that could be implemented to minimize impacts to the species. GAI 

indicated that there were ways to avoid/minimize the dens depending on the locations which would be 

reviewed upon receipt of the data.  

 Obtaining an Incidental Take Authorization involves the development of a Conservation Plan. Once a 

Conservation Plan is received by the Department, they have 30 days to review it and make sure that it 

is complete. Once it is considered complete, the Applicant must publish notices in local and state 

newspapers that the conservation plan has been submitted to the Department.  

 GAI confirmed that the Conservation Plan can incorporate the data obtained from Principia College as 

GAI does not currently have survey permission to conduct surveys at this location.  

 Applying for an Incidental Take Authorization would assume the presence of snakes through this area.  
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Date: 12/19/2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Lori Ferry, Jayme Fuller 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.:  

 Call To: Brent Krebs, Jenny Skufca 

 Company: Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

Phone No.:  

Subject: Spire STL Pipeline-State List Species 

 
cc:  
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 The Department has 120 days to review the Conservation Plan and authorize or deny the permit. 

Denial would have to be based on the action reducing the survival of the endangered species.   

 IDNR could not speak to the legality of approving an Incidental Take Authorization on a property that 

Spire does not have an easement with.  

 

Plants 

 State listed plants are owned by the landowner and taking of plant would require written permission 

from the landowner.  

 Federal listed plants are also state listed in Illinois.  

 Plants species potentially occurring: Eastern prairie fringed orchid, Decurrent false aster, mead’s 

milkweed. GAI is currently reviewing the Project areas for potential habitat for these species based on 

the results of field surveys.  

Bats 

 GAI indicated that bats were not brought up in the EcoCat review. IDNR indicated that the consultation 

lead should be contacted for further information.  

 Bat species likely in the Project area are Indiana bat and Northern long-eared bat.  

 For Indiana bat, IDNR would defer to the USFWS on potential impacts to Indiana bat. 

 IDNR indicated that an Incidental Take Authorization cannot be issued for species that are also 

federally listed until the federal consultation on those species is complete.  

 IDNR does not recognize the 4(d) rule in state law.  

 IDNR indicated that a Conservation Plan and subsequent Incidental Take Authorization should be 

developed on a project level, and include all state-listed species for which Incidental Take Authorization 

is required, rather than develop separate Conservation Plans and Incidental Take Authorizations for 

each species. 

 IDNR indicated that if the Project implements the tree clearing restriction, no additional coordination 

would be necessary to avoid impact to Northern long eared bats.  

 IDNR would consider tree clearing along the entire Project, not just near the Mississippi River where 

the majority of the tree clearing would need to occur.   

Mussels 

 The issue of the mussel surveys came up as part of the IDNR meeting last week. IDNR may request 

mussel surveys as part of its review of the 404 permit. 

 GAI requested clarification of the recommendation of mussel surveys on other rivers crossed by the 

Project (Apple, Macoupin Creek) since mussel species were not identified as part of the IDNR’s 

EcoCat review.  

 IDNR indicated that if EcoCat did not include mussel species in those counties, they shouldn’t be 
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needed but would defer to the new consultation contact who will be taking over the Project now that 

Pat Malone has retired.  

 

Follow up Items 

 IDNR to send GAI information regarding the development of the Conservation Plan 

 IDNR to send GAI the 2016 timber rattlesnake data.  
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Ali Trunzo

From: Andrea Halfhill
Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2016 4:51 PM
To: Lori Ferry; Ali Trunzo
Subject: FW: Spire STL Pipeline-IDNR Conservation Easements

 

 

From: DNR.CREP [mailto:DNR.CREP@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2016 4:02 PM 

To: Andrea Halfhill <A.Halfhill@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: DNR.CREP <DNR.CREP@Illinois.gov>; Chandler, Mike <Mike.Chandler@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline-IDNR Conservation Easements 

 

Hello Andrea,  

I wanted to let you know that Luke Garver has moved on to a new position from the CREP program, but is still with 

IDNR.   

Luke went ahead and reviewed your data, and it appears that the proposed Spire-STL Pipeline will not interfere with any 

parcels that have CREP easements. 

Please let us know if anything should change, additionally, we have your current data and should an easement be 

considered within or near the boundaries of the pipeline we will get in contact with you.   

I have attached a screen shot showing the CREP easements currently within the area of the proposed pipeline.  Please 

let me know if I or anyone here at IDNR can be of further assistance.   

Best Regards,  

 

Robert Bedient 

Administrative Assistant 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

1 Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, IL 62702 

(217) 557-6525 
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Ali Trunzo

From: Andrea Halfhill
Sent: Friday, December 02, 2016 9:55 AM
To: luke.garver@illinois.gov
Cc: Lori Ferry; Ali Trunzo
Subject: Spire STL Pipeline-IDNR Conservation Easements
Attachments: IDNR Conservation easement agreement.pdf; Current_300ft_Wide_Corridor_2016_12_01.zip

Hi Luke, 

 

I just left you a voicemail a few moments ago, but wanted to follow up via email -  We wanted to re-consult with you 

regarding CREP lands crossed by the Spire STL project in Illinois. There have been some minor changes to the route we 

had previously sent you for review. There are several areas where this updated route goes outside of the original 300-

foot review corridor we requested and we wanted to check with you to determine whether additional easements may 

be crossed. A copy of the previously signed data agreement is attached. 

 

Attached are the shapefiles for the current 300’ wide corridor. Our anticipated construction right-of-way is 

approximately 115-feet. 

 

Please let us know if you have any difficulty with these files. We appreciate your help! 

 

Thank you,  

 

Andrea 

 
Andrea M. Halfhill, B.A, B.S. 

Project Environmental Specialist 

 

GAI Consultants - Murrysville 
4200 Triangle Lane, Export, PA 15632 

T 724.387.2170 | D 412.399.5521 | M 724.344.0124 | gaiconsultants.com |   

* Please update your records with my new direct telephone number 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
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Ali Trunzo

Subject: FW: Principia College West Farm timber rattlesnake survey - CORRECTION

 

From: Malone, Pat [mailto:Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:49 PM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: FW: Principia College West Farm timber rattlesnake survey - CORRECTION 

 

Lori,  Here is an unfiltered version of the map. Please note the location in the upper left corner. 

 

From: Kieninger, Tara  

Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 2:44 PM 
To: Shank, Keith 

Cc: Malone, Pat; Skufca, Jenny 

Subject: RE: Principia College West Farm timber rattlesnake survey - CORRECTION 

 

My mistake – I had part of the data filtered when I did the screenshot.  Here are the 2013 & 2015 rattlesnake locations & 

dens at Principia from Eckert.   
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Ali Trunzo

From: Jason Duffey
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 12:02 PM
To: Malone, Pat
Cc: Shank, Keith; Lori Ferry
Subject: RE: Spire Northern Long-eared Bat Recommendations

Thanks Pat!  We will confirm prior to the 25th at 10 AM. 

 

From: Malone, Pat [mailto:Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 11:59 AM 

To: Jason Duffey <J.Duffey@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Shank, Keith <Keith.Shank@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: Spire Northern Long-eared Bat Recommendations 

 

We will schedule the 25th at ten AM.  Lori is welcome to join us either by phone or at our office depending on her 

schedule.  Just let me know. 

 

From: Jason Duffey [mailto:J.Duffey@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 10:48 AM 

To: Malone, Pat 
Cc: Shank, Keith; Lori Ferry 

Subject: [External] RE: Spire Northern Long-eared Bat Recommendations 

 

Thanks Pat! 

 

Lori and I are available either day, so unless you have a preference, let’s go with the October 25th option.   

 

In addition, because Lori is local to IL, she is able to attend the meeting in-person, rather than just having us both on the 

phone, if you prefer.   

 

If this date works for you, we will set up the call and send you the call-in info.  Just let us know your thoughts on having 

Lori attend in-person. 

 

Thanks again, 

 

Jason 

 

 

 

From: Malone, Pat [mailto:Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Friday, October 14, 2016 9:52 AM 

To: Jason Duffey <J.Duffey@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Shank, Keith <Keith.Shank@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: Spire Northern Long-eared Bat Recommendations 

 

Jason, 

 

The following times are available for us to discuss the bat issues.  October 25 and 28 at 10AM.  Please let me know if one 

of these will work. 
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Pat 

   

From: Jason Duffey [mailto:J.Duffey@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2016 12:16 PM 
To: Malone, Pat 

Cc: Lori Ferry 
Subject: [External] Spire Northern Long-eared Bat Recommendations 

 

Hi Pat, 

 

Per our conversation today, GAI would like to invite you and Keith to participate in and informal conference call with a 

few of our folks.  The purpose of the call will be to discuss IDNR recommendations and options for Project tree clearing 

in the likely event that the timeline for the final permits (FERC certificate and subsequent USACE permit) will not allow 

tree clearing to begin until we are outside of the winter-tree clearing window.   

 

If you are able to provide a few days and times when you and Keith are available, we should be able to get the call set 

up. 

 

Thanks, 

 
Jason A. Duffey 
Senior Project Environmental Specialist 

GAI Consultants 
1830 Airport Exchange Blvd, Suite 220, Erlanger, KY 41018 

T 859.647.6647 | D 859.692.4152 | M 937.554.8488 | gaiconsultants.com |   

* Please update your records with my new direct telephone number 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 

 

 

 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure.  



 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

Called to discuss seasonal crossing restrictions of streams. Mr. Grider stated that stream crossing restrictions 
could be based off of the required administrative rule 10-75.  Seasonal restrictions could be required for RTE 
waters or discharge permits.   
He suggested submitting a formal request through Illinois’ Ecocat tool.  If the project is too big for the search, 
the ecocat can be submitted in sections by county.  A lead agency needs to be selected to trigger a formal 
response and review of the impact from their department. 
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Date: 10/7/2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Erin Matthews 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.: 412-399-5251 

 Call To: Nathan Grider 

 Company: Illinois DNR  

Phone No.: 217-524-0501 

Subject: Stream crossings 

 
cc:  



 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

Jason Duffey contacted Mr. Pat Malone of IDNR on October 5, 2016, to discuss options for Project tree 

clearing in the likely event that the timeline for the final permits (FERC certificate and subsequent USACE 

permit) will not allow tree clearing to begin until we are outside of the winter-tree clearing window.  Jason 

Duffey asked: 

1) Whether IDNR would consider issuing an Incidental Take Authorization (ITA) for northern long-eared 

bats (NLEB) prior to conducting the mist net survey being required by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS),   

2) If an ITA for NLEB or other species would be required should they be captured during the mist net 

survey being required by the USFWS, and 

3) Would IDNR be available to discuss these and other various options via a conference call with GAI 

 

Mr. Malone indicated that because NLEB is a state-threatened species, and based on the species’ biology, 

IDNR recommends that only off-season clearing will avoid impacts to the species.  Mr. Malone indicated that he 

would discuss ITA options with his section’s supervisor, Mr. Keith Shank, and follow up via phone. 

 

Mr. Malone called Jason Duffey back on October 5, 2016, and confirmed that any ITA from IDNR could only be 

completed following a final determination or final concurrence from the USFWS.  Mr. Malone confirmed that 

IDNR would discuss these and other options with GAI via a conference call.   
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Date: October 5, 2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Jason Duffey 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.: 859-692-4152 

 Call To: Pat Malone 

 Company: Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 

Phone No.: 217-785-5500 

Subject: Northern Long-eared Bat Recommendations 

 
cc:  



 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

Mike explained that the streams listed under statewide permit 8 are considered the list of high quality streams.  If 

crossed they would need to be directionally drilled or individual permit certification would need to be received in 

order to open cut the streams.  Our project does not cross any of the streams on the list 

 

Streams listed under the 3704 rules in appendix A are considered navigable public water bodies and the same 

crossing restrictions would apply as above.  Macoupin and Otter Creeks are on the list, but it looks like our project 

is outside of their designated reach.  However, Macoupin Creek is listed as a section 10 federal water. 

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/WaterResources/Pages/PublicWaters.aspx 
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Date: September 28, 2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Erin Matthews 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.: 412-399-5251 

 Call To: Mike Diedrichson 

 Company: IDNR 

Phone No.:  

Subject: IL Water Quality Classifications 

 
cc:  

217-782-4426

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/WaterResources/Pages/PublicWaters.aspx


 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

Jason Duffey contacted Mr. Pat Malone of IDNR on September 26, 2016, to discuss options for Project tree 

clearing in the likely event that the timeline for the final permits (FERC certificate and subsequent USACE 

permit) will not allow tree clearing to begin until we are outside of the winter-tree clearing window.  Jason 

Duffey asked whether IDNR would accept a negative mist net survey, bats tracked to roosts outside the Project 

footprint, emergence counts prior to tree clearing, or any other methods other than offseason clearing as a 

measure to avoid impacts to northern long-eared bats (NLEB). 

 

Mr. Malone indicated that because NLEB is a state-threatened species, and based on the species’ biology, 

IDNR recommends that only off-season clearing will avoid impacts to the species.  Mr. Malone indicated that he 

would discuss some of the presented options with his section’s supervisor, Mr. Keith Shank, and follow up via 

phone. 

 

Mr. Malone called Jason Duffey back on September 27, 2016, and confirmed that the IDNR recommends that 

only off-season clearing will avoid impacts to the species.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

telephone log  

 

    

Date: September 26 and 27, 2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Jason Duffey 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.: 859-692-4152 

 Call To: Pat Malone 

 Company: Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 

Phone No.: 217-785-5500 

Subject: Northern Long-eared Bat Recommendations 

 
cc:  
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Ali Trunzo

From: Garver, Luke <Luke.Garver@illinois.gov>
Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 5:00 PM
To: Lori Ferry
Cc: Ali Trunzo; DNR.CREP; Chandler, Mike
Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline-IDNR Conservation Easements

Unfortunately we do not have the authority to give out FSA’s data layer. 

 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 3:54 PM 
To: Garver, Luke 

Cc: Ali Trunzo; DNR.CREP; Chandler, Mike 

Subject: [External] RE: Spire STL Pipeline-IDNR Conservation Easements 

 

Thank you so much for your quick reply! 

Are you able to provide us with the CRP information per the agreement? Either way, we will also reach out further with 

the FSA’s to follow up and confirm if we are crossing any other easements.  

 

Thanks again, 

Lori 

 

From: Garver, Luke [mailto:Luke.Garver@illinois.gov]  

Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 3:38 PM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Ali Trunzo <A.Trunzo@gaiconsultants.com>; DNR.CREP <DNR.CREP@Illinois.gov>; Chandler, Mike 

<Mike.Chandler@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline-IDNR Conservation Easements 

 

Hello Lori, 

 

Thank you for providing these shapefiles. I took a look at the pipeline route, and even with taking the 300 ft buffer into 

account, it does not cross any CREP Easements. The closest easements to the current route are approximately 2 miles 

away.  

 

We have access to USDA-Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) data layer on the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), however, 

and I noticed several instances where the pipeline will potentially cross properties in that program. Have you spoke with 

representatives from FSA regarding CRP? If not, Jamie Diebal and Kim Martin are the contacts for that agency. Their 

emails are: Kimberly.Martin@il.usda.gov and Jamie.Diebal@il.usda.gov .  

 

Thank you again for providing this information. We will keep your data request form on file for future projects or in the 

event this pipeline makes any major route changes. 

 

Take care, 

 

 

Luke Garver 
CREP Program Coordinator 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

One Natural Resources Way 
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Springfield, Illinois 62702-1721 

(217) 524-3200 

 

 

 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Friday, September 09, 2016 12:13 PM 

To: Garver, Luke 

Cc: Ali Trunzo 
Subject: [External] Spire STL Pipeline-IDNR Conservation Easements 

 

Hi Luke  

Per our conversation yesterday, I’ve attached the Spire shapefiles and the conservation agreement for your review.  

Please note that we are proposing to survey a 300-foot corridor on the Project in order to account for potential route 

changes that could occur so I’ve included this buffer in these files for you in order to capture all potential 

easements.  Our anticipated construction right-of-way is approximately 115-feet.  If we have any further route changes 

that locates the proposed route outside of this 300-foot corridor, we would re-consult with you to determine if 

additional easements may be crossed.  

 

Please let me know if you have any difficulty reviewing these files.  I appreciate your willingness to work with us!  We 

look forward to receiving your data. 

 

Thanks,  

Lori 

 
Lori Ferry 
Environmental Manager-Energy Business Unit 

GAI Consultants  

Chicago Office |  1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303  Aurora, Illinois 60505 

T 331.301.2002  M 630.605.5255 | gaiconsultants.com |   

l.ferry@gaiconsultants.com 

 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
 

 

 

 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure.  
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Ali Trunzo

From: Lori Ferry
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2016 4:19 PM
To: Ali Trunzo
Subject: FW: Spire STL Pipeline-Consultation Letter

 

 

From: Malone, Pat [mailto:Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2016 2:53 PM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline-Consultation Letter 

 

Hi Lori, 

 

I just received it about ten minutes ago.  I haven’t identified any issues with ET’s other than the INAI site and there is an 

easement through that area.  I asked Heritage if they had any issues and they said no since there was an existing 

easement but I’m going to follow up on that to confirm their position.  Any tree removal should be done during the 

clearing dates (October 16-April 1) to avoid bat issues.  I’m in today but out till next Monday. 

 

Pat 

 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2016 1:27 PM 
To: Malone, Pat 

Subject: Spire STL Pipeline-Consultation Letter 

 

Hi Pat, 

Not sure if you received this information yet but we sent you the follow up letter on Friday. Just wanted to email it to 

you as we discussed so you could begin your review and let us know of any comments.  

 

Thanks, 

Lori 

 
Lori Ferry 
Environmental Manager-Energy Business Unit 

GAI Consultants  

Chicago Office |  1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303  Aurora, Illinois 60505 

T 331.301.2002  M 630.605.5255 | gaiconsultants.com |   

l.ferry@gaiconsultants.com 

 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
 

 



 GAI Consultants, Inc. - Chicago Office T 331.301.2002 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

August 12, 2016 

 

 
Mr. Mike Diedrichson, PE 

Downstate Regulatory Program 
Water Resources 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Springfield Way 

Springfield, Illinois 62702-1271 

Re:  Project Permitting Coordination 
Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

Spire STL Pipeline  
Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Diedrichson: 

GAI Consultants, Inc. (“GAI”) is submitting this information request on behalf of Spire STL Pipeline LLC 
(“Spire”), for the portion of the Spire STL Pipeline (“Project”) in Scott, Jersey and Greene Counties, 

Illinois. Representatives from Spire and GAI met with your office on June 21, 2016 to introduce the 
Project. GAI is submitting information to coordinate anticipated reviews for the proposed Project. 

Project Description 

Spire is in the planning stages of the Project. As proposed, the Project will serve the energy needs of 

residential, commercial and industrial customers in the eastern portion of Missouri, including the St. 

Louis metropolitan area and surrounding counties. The Project, as proposed, will consist of 
approximately 60 miles of new build 24-inch diameter steel pipeline (referred to as the “new build” 

portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (“REX”) 
pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene and Jersey Counties in Illinois before 

crossing the Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles County, Missouri, until crossing the 

Missouri River and tying into an existing 20-inch diameter steel transmission pipeline in St. Louis 
County, Missouri, that is currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas Company (“LGC”) (referred to 

as “Line 880”). Spire plans to purchase Line 880 from LGC and modify approximately nine miles of 
existing 20-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis County, Missouri, that will 

connect the new build part of the Project to the Enable Mississippi River Transmission, LLC (“MRT”) 
pipeline along the western bank of the Mississippi River, in St. Louis County, Missouri. The total length 

of the entire Project will be approximately 70 miles and will include the construction of minor 

aboveground facilities. A pig launcher/receiver will also be installed at each portion of the Project. The 
overall design capacity of the new build portion of the pipeline is expected to be 400,000 Dth/d. No 

compression will be required.  

Spire anticipates a typical 90-foot temporary construction right-of-way (“ROW”) width, and a 50-foot 

permanent ROW. The construction ROW is anticipated to be reduced to 50-foot at streams and 

wetlands. An additional 25 feet of temporary work space will be required through agricultural areas, 
and additional temporary work space will be required to facilitate construction in certain areas, such as 

crossings of roads, railroads, streams, and wetlands.   
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Illinois 

Approximately 45 miles of the new build 24-inch diameter steel pipeline will be located in Illinois and 

traverse Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties. One metering and regulating station and one pig launcher 
are proposed in Scott County, Illinois, at the interconnection location with the REX pipeline.  

The pipeline facilities are shown on the attached United States Geological Survey (“USGS”) 
Topographic Map (Figure 1). In addition, Spire has assumed the use/development of new and/or 

existing access roads throughout the Project area. Temporary extra work spaces and contractor yards 
will also be utilized to accommodate equipment staging and stockpiling of materials along the proposed 

corridor during construction. The locations of these facilities are still pending. 

Site Description 

The Illinois portion of the Project is located in Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois, and is 

depicted on the attached portions of the Alsey (1983), Roodhouse West (1983), Carrolton (1985), 
Boyer Creek (1983), Otterville (1983), Elsah (1979), and Grafton (1995), Illinois USGS 7.5-minute 

series topographic maps (Figure 1).  

The majority of the pipeline is greenfield and crosses primarily agricultural landscapes with some areas 
of forest. The Project is located within the North Little Sandy Creek [USGS Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 

#071300110503], Little Sandy Creek (HUC #071300110504), Hurricane Creek (HUC #071300110806), 
Whitaker Creek-Apple Creek (HUC #071300110702), Coates Creek-Apple Creek (HUC 

#071300110703), Link Branch-Lower Macoupin Creek (HUC #071300120602), Wines Branch-Lower 
Macoupin Creek (HUC #071300120603), De Arcy Branch-Phils Creek (HUC #071300120502), Sandy 

Creek-Otter Creek (HUC #071300110901), Shilow Hollow-South Fork Otter Creek (HUC 

#071300110902), Lower Piasa Creek (HUC #071100090204), and Marais Temps Clair-Mississippi River 
(HUC #071100090401) watersheds. 

The Project is not anticipated to cross public waters of the state. GAI understands that stream 
crossings of non-public waters and floodplains should be evaluated for coverage under the Statewide 

Permits. Should the Project be unable to adhere to the general conditions of the Statewide Permits, 

Spire will coordinate with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to apply for an Individual 
Permit.  

Spire will further evaluate the proposed crossings of Apple and Macoupin Creeks to determine if boring 
is feasible. 

GAI would appreciate your continued assistance on this Project to address the permits 
described above. In addition, GAI would appreciate the identification of any additional 

concerns based on the current Project route, as shown on Figure 1.  

Please note the intent of this letter is solely for the purpose of formally initiating consultation and/or 
applicable Project reviews. An invitation for you to participate in the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission’s National Environmental Policy Act Pre-Filing Process will be addressed to you under 
separate cover. 

If you have any questions regarding this submission, please feel free to contact me at 234.203.0763, 

or by e-mail at J.Fuller@gaiconsultants.com. 
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Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

 
Jayme L. Fuller 

Environmental Manager 
 

JLF/jbm 

 
Attachment: USGS Topographic Map with Illinois Natural Heritage Program Data (Figure 1) 
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ATTACHMENT 

USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAP (FIGURE 1) 
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 GAI Consultants, Inc. - Chicago Office T 331.301.2002 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

August 12, 2016 

 

 

Mr. Pat Malone 
Endangered Species Protection Board 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Springfield Way 

Springfield, Illinois 62702-1271 

Re: Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species Consultation 
Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

Spire STL Pipeline  
Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Malone: 

GAI Consultants, Inc. (“GAI”) is submitting this information request on behalf of Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

(“Spire”), for the portion of the Spire STL Pipeline (“Project”) in Scott, Jersey, and Greene Counties, 

Illinois. Representatives from Spire and GAI met with your office on June 21, 2016 to introduce the 
Project. As requested, GAI is submitting further information regarding the Natural Heritage Program 

data for the Project area. 

Project Description 

Spire is in the planning stages of the Project. As proposed, the Project will serve the energy needs of 

residential, commercial, and industrial customers in the eastern portion of Missouri, including the St. 
Louis metropolitan area and surrounding counties. The Project, as proposed, will consist of 

approximately 60 miles of new build 24-inch diameter steel pipeline (referred to as the “new build” 
portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (“REX”) 

pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene and Jersey Counties in Illinois before 
crossing the Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles County, Missouri, until crossing the 

Missouri River and tying into an existing 20-inch diameter steel transmission pipeline in St. Louis 

County, Missouri, that is currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas Company (“LGC”) (referred to 
as “Line 880”). Spire plans to purchase Line 880 from LGC and modify approximately nine miles of 

existing 20-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis County, Missouri, that will 
connect the new build part of the Project to the Enable Mississippi River Transmission, LLC (“MRT”) 

pipeline along the western bank of the Mississippi River, in St. Louis County, Missouri. The total length 

of the entire Project will be approximately 70 miles and will include the construction of minor 
aboveground facilities. A pig launcher/receiver will also be installed at each portion of the Project. The 

overall design capacity of the new build portion of the pipeline is expected to be 400,000 Dth/d. No 
compression will be required.  

Spire anticipates a typical 90-foot temporary construction right-of-way (“ROW”) width, and a 50-foot 

permanent ROW. The construction ROW is anticipated to be reduced to 50-foot at streams and 
wetlands. An additional 25 feet of temporary work space will be required through agricultural areas, 

and additional temporary work space will be required to facilitate construction in certain areas, such as 
crossings of roads, railroads, streams, and wetlands. 
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Illinois 

Approximately 45 miles of the new build 24-inch diameter steel pipeline will be located in Illinois and 

traverse Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties. One meter and regulating station and one pig launcher 

are proposed in Scott County, Illinois, at the interconnection location with the REX pipeline.  

The pipeline facilities are shown on United States Geological Survey (“USGS”) Topographic Map with 

Illinois Natural Heritage Program Data (Figure 1). In addition, Spire has assumed the use/development 
of new and/or existing access roads throughout the Project area. Temporary extra work spaces and 

contractor yards will also be utilized to accommodate equipment staging and stockpiling of materials 

along the proposed corridor during construction. The locations of these facilities are still pending. 

Site Description 

The Illinois portion of the Project is located in Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois, and is 
depicted on the attached portions of the Alsey (1983), Roodhouse West (1983), Carrolton (1985), 

Boyer Creek (1983), Otterville (1983), Elsah (1979), and Grafton (1995), Illinois, USGS 7.5-minute 
series topographic maps (Figure 1). Data from the Illinois Natural Heritage Program is included on 

Figure 1, and shows the Project crossing, or in close vicinity to the following species or communities: 

 a recorded population of groundplum milkvetch (Astragalus crassicarpus var. trichocalyx); 

 high quality Loess Hill Prairie Natural Community; 

 Principia Hill Prairies West Inai; and 

 Principia Hill Prairies – West Natural Heritage Landmark. 

The majority of the pipeline is greenfield and crosses primarily agricultural landscapes with some areas 

of forest. The Project is located within the North Little Sandy Creek [USGS Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 
#071300110503], Little Sandy Creek (HUC #071300110504), Hurricane Creek (HUC #071300110806), 

Whitaker Creek-Apple Creek (HUC #071300110702), Coates Creek-Apple Creek (HUC 
#071300110703), Link Branch-Lower Macoupin Creek (HUC #071300120602), Wines Branch-Lower 

Macoupin Creek (HUC #071300120603), De Arcy Branch-Phils Creek (HUC #071300120502), Sandy 
Creek-Otter Creek (HUC #071300110901), Shilow Hollow-South Fork Otter Creek (HUC 

#071300110902), Lower Piasa Creek (HUC #071100090204), and Marais Temps Clair-Mississippi River 

(HUC #071100090401) watersheds. 

GAI would appreciate information concerning suggested surveys based on the data from 

the Natural Heritage Program, along with suggested best management practices for the 
portion of the Project crossing the Principia Hill Prairies – West Natural Heritage 

Landmark. In addition, GAI would appreciate the identification of state-listed species or 

significant biological features within one-half-mile of the proposed Project centerline, as 
shown on the attached Figure 1.  

Please note the intent of this letter is solely for the purpose of formally initiating consultation and/or 
applicable project reviews. An invitation for you to participate in the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission’s National Environmental Policy Act Pre-Filing Process will be addressed to you under 

separate cover. 

If you have any questions regarding this submission, please feel free to contact me at 234.203.0763, 

or by e-mail at J.Fuller@gaiconsultants.com. 
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Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

Jayme L. Fuller 

Environmental Manager 
 

JLF/jbm 
 

Attachment: USGS Topographic Map with Illinois Natural Heritage Program Data (Figure 1) 
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ATTACHMENT 

USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAP  

WITH ILLINOIS NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM DATA 
(FIGURE 1) 
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Ali Trunzo

From: Garver, Luke <Luke.Garver@illinois.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2016 10:09 AM
To: Ali Trunzo
Cc: DNR.CREP; Chandler, Mike
Subject: Proposed Spire Pipeline
Attachments: CREP Procedure for Easement Release (ammended 6-29-2015).pdf; Easement 

Subordination Document (1-26-16).pdf; IDNR Contractor certification 2016.doc.docx

Good morning Alessandra, 

 

It was good speaking with you this morning. Per our conversation, attached are documents outlining our preferred 

procedure for subordinating portions of CREP Easements for utility projects. Please complete the IDNR Contractor 

Certification at your earliest convenience. After we have received it we can release CREP spatial data for your review. 

We would also like to request spatial data related to the SPIRE pipeline project so we can review areas on our end as 

well.  

 

Thank you and please let us know if you have any questions regarding this process, or about CREP in general. 

 

Take care, 

 

Luke Garver 

CREP Program Coordinator 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, Illinois 62702-1721 

(217) 524-3200 

 



 
 
 

 
CREP Procedure for Conservation Easement Release or 

Subordination 
 
 
The state CREP program frequently receives requests to release or subordinate small pieces of 
conservation easements to make way for infrastructure projects. 
 
The procedure outlined below is designed to provide a consistent response framework for these 
requests.  Release/subordination requests are only considered for projects providing public 
benefit or in situations of imminent danger.  The state CREP program does not release or 
subordinate executed conservation easements to landowners for private use.  
 
Procedure for Requesting an Easement Release or Subordination: 
 

1. The requesting party should be directed to the corresponding county Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) to notify them of the request. 

2. The county SWCD will confirm the landowner’s interest before proceeding with the 
request.  

3. The SWCD will notify the requesting party to provide a one page justification on 
company letterhead outlining the reason for the release or subordination and contact 
information for the primary project contact. The justification must include reasons for the 
release or subordination, alternatives considered, and public benefits of the project, along 
with a clear map outlining the project including an accurate legal description of the 
portion of the easement to be released or subordinated along with associated survey files 
(CAD survey files in .dwg or .dxf format). The SWCD will forward all information to the 
IDNR for final approval.  

4. If there is an existing Federal contract involving the affected release/subordination acres 
the landowner will need to work with the County FSA office for mitigation. A release or 
subordination of the state conservation easement does not negate any landowner 
responsibilities of their federal contract.  
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Procedure for Processing an Approved Easement Release or Subordination: 
 

1. Once a request for release or subordination has been approved, IDNR will work with the 
county SWCD to determine the associated costs. Calculations will be based upon the 
current market value of the conservation easement, as determined by a weighted average 
of the current market FSA soil rental rates of the three predominant soils of the affected 
acreage. Release/subordination costs shall be returned to IDNR CREP after recording. 
Additional transaction costs (e.g. recording costs) may also be requested by the SWCD. 

a. If the affected acreage is less than 0.5 acres, the release/subordination request will 
be processed at a cost of $500.00.  Any additional transaction costs (e.g. recording 
costs) may also be requested by the SWCD. 

2. Two options exist for recording the release or subordination of conservation easement: 
a. The requesting party may provide the release/subordination document which they 

prefer to use, with the legal description appropriately included. 
b. The IDNR may provide the release/subordination document, after an appropriate 

legal description has been provided. 
3. Once the associated documents have been approved by IDNR, they will request the 

SWCD to execute the release or subordination.  
4. It is the SWCD’s responsibility to collect the funds from the requesting party, and 

provide these funds, in addition to the recorded documents, back to IDNR CREP. 
5. It is also the SWCD’s responsibility to ensure that recording costs and other transaction 

costs, as appropriate, are provided by the requesting party to cover the SWCD’s costs. 
 
The procedures above have been developed to standardize the conservation easement release 
process. All final decisions are subject to discretion of IDNR.  
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EASEMENT SUBORDINATION 
AGREEMENT 

 
This easement subordination 
agreement is between ____ County 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
(“____SWCD”), a unit of local 
government with offices at 
____(address)____ and 
______(company requesting 
subordination)______  
(“Requestor”), a(n) 
____(description of company)____ 
with   offices at____(address)____. 
 
___SWCD has an easement agreement with  ____________(“Landowner(s)”) that encumbers 
the real estate described on Exhibit A (“Property”): 
 

A. Grant of Conservation Right and Easement dated __________ and recorded on 
____________as Document No. ______________ made 
by_____(landowner)_____  to ____SWCD as Easement #_________ to secure a 
Conservation Right and Easement and;  

 
The Landowner(s) own the Property that is encumbered by a grant of Conservation Right and 
Easement that is granted to ____SWCD (hereinafter with its successors and assigns) pursuant to 
the Real Property Conservation Rights Act, 765 ILCS 120, as amended (“CREP Easement”), 
along with rights of ingress and egress across the Property (“Access Easement”; the CREP 
Easement and Access Easement are collectively referred to as the “Easements”). 
 
To allow Requestor to ______(reason for subordination)______, ____SWCD agrees to 
subordinate the Easements on the described portion to Requestor for the above stated purpose 
and all actions associated with above stated purpose.  This subordination does not release the 
portion of the Property from the easement but will allow Requestor to be exempt from the 
provisions set forth in the Easements on the portion described in Exhibit A.  The Landowner(s) 
are not exempted in any case and are still fully bound by the terms of the Easements with 
exception to the actions required or conducted by Requestor on the Property.  Any other uses 
other than as identified above will require subsequent subordinations.  Under no circumstance 
can the Landowner(s) be granted rights to activities restricted by Easements by the Requestor. 
 
This agreement is both a contract and a covenant running with the land.  It benefits and burdens 
the parties’ successors and assigns pursuant to the interests to which they succeed.   
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The parties are signing this easement subordination agreement as of the last dated notary 
attestation below. 
 
Requestor:      Easement Holder: 
(Name)      _____________County Soil and Water 

Conservation District 
        
By: ______________________________  By: ______________________________ 
               Individual authorized by SWCD/Title 
Title: _____________________________   

   
Attest: ____________________________                                                            
        
Title: _____________________________   
 
STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
    )   ss. 
COUNTY OF  __________ )     
 
I, the undersigned, a Notary Public, in and for said County, in the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that _______________________, personally 
known to me to be the _______________________ of the_____()___________, and _______________________ personally known to me to be 
the _______________________ of ________()___________, and personally known to me to be the same persons whose names are subscribed to 
the foregoing Easement Subordination Agreement, appeared before me this day in person and severally acknowledged that as such 
_______________________ and _______________________ they signed and delivered the said instrument, pursuant to authority given to them 
by the Board of Directors of the ______()________and in their representative capacities on behalf of the_______()_________, for the uses and 
purposes therein set forth. 
 
Given under my hand and Notarial Seal this _________ day of _____________________, 2____. 
 
 
                                                                             _______________________________________ 
               Notary Public 
STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
    )   ss. 
COUNTY OF  __________ )     
 
I, the undersigned, a Notary Public, in and for said County, in the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that_____(SWCD Representative)_____, 
personally known to me to be the ____(SWCD Title)____of the ___________Soil and Water Conservation District and personally known to me 
to be the same person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing Easement Subordination Agreement, appeared before me this day in person and 
acknowledged that as such ___(SWCD Representative)___he/she signed and delivered the said instrument, pursuant to authority given to him by 
the State of Illinois and in his/her representative capacity on behalf of the ___________County Soil and Water Conservation District , for the uses 
and purposes therein set forth. 
 
Given under my hand and Notarial Seal this _________ day of _____________________, 20___. 
 
 
                                                                             _______________________________________ 
               Notary Public 
 
 
Return this document to: ________(SWCD Attorney and address or designated recipient)________ 
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Exhibit A 
 

Map of the Property 
 



 

 

 

 

Certification for Access to USDA Section 1619 Protected Information under 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources Memorandum of Understanding 

with USDA Farm Service Agency 

 
I, _______________________________________ of   _____________________________________________ hereby 

                     (Print full name)         (Print Name of Organization) 

certify that I have read, understand, and will fully comply with the restrictions and limitations for USDA Section 1619 

Protected Information per the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the IDNR and the USDA Farm Service 

Agency executed on July 15, 2016.  

 

I understand and agree that: 

 

1. IDNR as a certified USDA Section 1619 Cooperator has authorized me to access otherwise protected agricultural 

information to provide: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                 _______          ________________________________________________________ 

      (Describe nature of work such as technical assistance or monitoring.) 

 

      for the following USDA Conservation Programs (check programs included in IDNR contract): 

 

____ Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

____ Illinois Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 

____ Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 

____ Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) 

____ Farmable Wetland Program (FWP) 

____ Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) 

____ Source Water Protection Program (SWPP)   

  

2. I will only access information that is directly related to technical assistance activities, monitoring and reporting 

for the USDA Conservation Programs per my organization’s contract with IDNR.  Use of protected information 

that is not directly connected to USDA Conservation Programs in my contract is expressly prohibited.   Section 

1619 Protected Information may include, but is not limited to: 

 

 State identification and county numbers; 

 Producer/land owner and business entity name, full address, phone number, and identification type; 

 Production information or Farm Serial Number; 

 Aerial photographs that depict restricted information; 

 Farm, tract, field, and contract numbers;  

 Acreage information including crop code; 

 Practice code; 

 Attributes for Common Land Units (CLUs) in USDA’s Geospatial Information System; and 

 Producer Social Security Numbers (SSNs) and tax identification numbers. 

 

 

 



 

3. I will not share, distribute, use or otherwise disclose any Section 1619 Protected Information or data types 

identified above or in Exhibit 1 of the MOU to any individual or organization not directly covered by the MOU 

between USDA Farm Service Agency and IDNR.   

 

4. I will not share, distribute, use or otherwise disclose any Section 1619 Protected Information for personal or 

economic gain.   

 

5. Section 1619 Protected Information is not subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  All FOIA requests 

must be submitted to IDNR Legal Department’s FOIA Officer.  I understand I do not have the authority to 

disclose Section 1619 Protected Information for any FOIA requests I receive. 

 

6.   I agree to use Section 1619 Protected Information solely for the purposes stated above.  I agree to return all data 

upon completion of work requiring the data or by July 31, 2019, whichever occurs first. 

 

7. The MOU between the USDA Farm Service Agency and the IDNR is a legally binding document and any misuse 

of Section 1619 Protected Information may result in termination of my contractual obligations and could result in 

termination of my organization’s contract with IDNR.  

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Job Title)        

 

 

_____________________________________   __________________________________ 

(E-mail)        (Phone number) 

 

 

_____________________________________   __________________________________ 

(Signature)        (Date) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Mike Chandler       (Date) 

CREP Program Manager    

 

 

_____________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Lisa Beja        (Date) 

      GIS Technician 



 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

Luke returned my call regarding CREP lands. ILDNR maintains spatial data for the CREP lands. Luke will email 

a copy of the data sharing agreement. We can provide shapefiles of the preliminary project, and they will 

review and provide us with relevant shapefiles. 

Utility crossings of CREP lands are not restricted, however a subordination agreement must be created. 

Utilities will have control of their ROW across CREP lands. Should the utility be removed/abandoned, the lands 

will revert back to the CREP program.  Luke will provide a copy of the procedures by email. 

 

 

telephone log  

 

    

Date: 8-10-16 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Luke Garver 

 Company: Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

Phone No.: 217-524-3200 

 Call To: Ali Trunzo 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.: 412-399-5096 

Subject: CREP Lands 

 
cc:  
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Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

700 Market Street 

Saint Louis, MO 63101 

August 5, 2016 

 

Mr. Pat Malone   

Impact Assessment Sections - Interagency WetlandsIllinois Department of Natural Resources - 

Endangered Species 

One Springfield Way  

Springfield, IL 62702 

 

Re: Spire STL Pipeline  
        FERC Docket No. PF16-9 
 

Dear Mr. Malone, 

At Spire, formerly The Laclede Group, we never stop looking for better ways to provide energy now 

and for the future. That’s why Spire STL Pipeline LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Spire Inc., is 

proposing to develop and construct a new interstate natural gas pipeline that will bring an efficient 

energy source to southwest Illinois and the St. Louis region. As a member of the community, we 

want you to be informed about our proposed project and we want you to hear from us first. 

We are proposing to construct 60 miles of new build pipeline and upgrade nine miles of existing 

underground pipeline to further improve reliability and better serve homes and businesses across 

Illinois and Missouri. The planned route runs through Scott, Greene and Jersey counties in Illinois 

and St. Charles and St. Louis counties in Missouri. 

You are receiving this letter because your property is located on or near our currently proposed 

route. 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC has started the pre-filing application process for developing interstate 

natural gas pipelines by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 

§ 157.21. FERC staff recently started a pre-filing environmental review process, which encourages 

early involvement by citizens, governmental entities and other interested parties. You can find more 

information about this pre-filing process at www.ferc.gov. You can see all the information about the 

Spire STL Pipeline using the docket number PF16-9.  

Included with this letter, for your information, is a general overview map of the proposed pipeline 

route and a diagram illustrating the FERC process. 

We believe that we can create a better project by hearing from you and listening to your feedback. 

That’s why we are hosting open houses this month so you can learn more about the project and we 

can learn more about you. 

At the open houses, more detailed maps will be available to show where the proposed pipeline may 

be located relative to your property. We want you to come, ask questions and provide feedback. 

Representatives of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) will also be there to answer 

questions about the FERC process for natural gas pipelines.  

http://www.ferc.gov/
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Spire STL Pipeline open house schedule 

Tuesday 

August 16, 2016 

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

August 17, 2016 

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

August 18, 2016 

5 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 

August 23, 2016 

5 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

August 24, 2016  

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Scott County, 

Illinois 

Jersey County, 

Illinois 

St. Louis 

County, 

Missouri 

St. Charles 

County, 

Missouri 

Greene County, 

Illinois 

 

Scott County 

Fairgrounds 

401 North Walnut 

Winchester, IL 

62694 

 

Jerseyville 

Recreation Center 

401 Mound Street 

Jerseyville, IL 

62052 

 

Hazelwood Civic 

Center East 

8969 Dunn Road 

Hazelwood, MO 

63042 

American Legion 

Post 312 

2500 Raymond 

Drive 

St Charles, MO 

63301 

Knights of 

Columbus Hall 

U.S. HWY 67 

Carrollton, IL 

62016 

 

 

Check out more information on our website at www.SpireSTLPipeline.com. If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact us toll-free at 1 844-885-7234 or at 

STLPipelineInfo@SpireEnergy.com. 

 

We look forward to working with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Scott Jaskowiak 
Vice President 
Spire STL Pipeline LLC 
  

http://www.spirestlpipeline.com/
mailto:STLPipelineInfo@SpireEnergy.com
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Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

700 Market Street 

Saint Louis, MO 63101 

August 5, 2016 

 

Mr. Mike Diedrichsen   

P.E. Downstate Regulatory ProgramIllinois Department of Natural Resources - Water Resources 

One Springfield Way  

Springfield, IL 62702 

 

Re: Spire STL Pipeline  
        FERC Docket No. PF16-9 
 

Dear Mr. Diedrichsen, 

At Spire, formerly The Laclede Group, we never stop looking for better ways to provide energy now 

and for the future. That’s why Spire STL Pipeline LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Spire Inc., is 

proposing to develop and construct a new interstate natural gas pipeline that will bring an efficient 

energy source to southwest Illinois and the St. Louis region. As a member of the community, we 

want you to be informed about our proposed project and we want you to hear from us first. 

We are proposing to construct 60 miles of new build pipeline and upgrade nine miles of existing 

underground pipeline to further improve reliability and better serve homes and businesses across 

Illinois and Missouri. The planned route runs through Scott, Greene and Jersey counties in Illinois 

and St. Charles and St. Louis counties in Missouri. 

You are receiving this letter because your property is located on or near our currently proposed 

route. 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC has started the pre-filing application process for developing interstate 

natural gas pipelines by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 

§ 157.21. FERC staff recently started a pre-filing environmental review process, which encourages 

early involvement by citizens, governmental entities and other interested parties. You can find more 

information about this pre-filing process at www.ferc.gov. You can see all the information about the 

Spire STL Pipeline using the docket number PF16-9.  

Included with this letter, for your information, is a general overview map of the proposed pipeline 

route and a diagram illustrating the FERC process. 

We believe that we can create a better project by hearing from you and listening to your feedback. 

That’s why we are hosting open houses this month so you can learn more about the project and we 

can learn more about you. 

At the open houses, more detailed maps will be available to show where the proposed pipeline may 

be located relative to your property. We want you to come, ask questions and provide feedback. 

Representatives of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) will also be there to answer 

questions about the FERC process for natural gas pipelines.  

http://www.ferc.gov/
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Spire STL Pipeline open house schedule 

Tuesday 

August 16, 2016 

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

August 17, 2016 

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

August 18, 2016 

5 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 

August 23, 2016 

5 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

August 24, 2016  

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Scott County, 

Illinois 

Jersey County, 

Illinois 

St. Louis 

County, 

Missouri 

St. Charles 

County, 

Missouri 

Greene County, 

Illinois 

 

Scott County 

Fairgrounds 

401 North Walnut 

Winchester, IL 

62694 

 

Jerseyville 

Recreation Center 

401 Mound Street 

Jerseyville, IL 

62052 

 

Hazelwood Civic 

Center East 

8969 Dunn Road 

Hazelwood, MO 

63042 

American Legion 

Post 312 

2500 Raymond 

Drive 

St Charles, MO 

63301 

Knights of 

Columbus Hall 

U.S. HWY 67 

Carrollton, IL 

62016 

 

 

Check out more information on our website at www.SpireSTLPipeline.com. If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact us toll-free at 1 844-885-7234 or at 

STLPipelineInfo@SpireEnergy.com. 

 

We look forward to working with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Scott Jaskowiak 
Vice President 
Spire STL Pipeline LLC 
  

http://www.spirestlpipeline.com/
mailto:STLPipelineInfo@SpireEnergy.com
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Ali Trunzo

From: Ali Trunzo
Sent: Thursday, August 04, 2016 4:58 PM
To: 'mike.chandler@illinois.gov'
Cc: Lori Ferry
Subject: CREP lands - Spire STL Pipeline Project

Mr. Chandler, 

 

I received your contact information from Terry Savko at the Illinois Department of Agriculture. I left you a voicemail and 

wanted to follow up with an email as well.  

 

Our client, Spire, has a potential pipeline project proposed in Illinois. The pipeline is primarily greenfield, and I am 

looking for information regarding restrictions related to construction on CREP lands. In addition, does IDNR possess files 

and/or mapping that indicate where CRP and/or CREP lands are located? 

 

Please feel free to call or email to discuss. I appreciate your assistance in this matter. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Ali 

------------------------------------ 

Alessandra M. Trunzo 
Senior Environmental Specialist 

GAI Consultants 
385 East Waterfront Drive, Homestead, PA 15120-5005 

Direct 412.399.5096 | Office 412.476.2000 | a.trunzo@gaiconsultants.com | gaiconsultants.com   

* Please update your records with my new direct telephone number 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
 



 
 

GAI Consultants, Inc.-Chicago Office  T 331.301.2002 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

July 29, 2016 

 
 

Mr. Mike Diedrichsen, P.E. 
Downstate Regulataory Program 

Illinois Department of Natural  

Resources, Water Resources 
One Springfield Way 

Springfield, IL 62702-1271 

Re: Notice of Use of Pre-Filing Process 

Spire STL Pipeline  
Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, IL 

St. Charles and St. Louis Counties, MO  

Dear Mr. Diedrichsen: 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“Spire”) is in the planning stages of the Spire STL Pipeline (“Project”). As 

proposed, the Project will serve the energy needs of residential, commercial and industrial customers in 
the eastern portion of Missouri, including the St. Louis metropolitan area and surrounding counties. 

The Project as proposed will consist of approximately 60 miles of new build 24-inch diameter steel 

pipeline (referred to as the “new build” portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with 
Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (“REX”) pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene 

and Jersey Counties in Illinois before crossing the Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles 
County, Missouri until crossing the Missouri river and tying into an existing 20-inch diameter steel 

transmission pipeline in St. Louis County, Missouri that is currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas 
Company (“LGC”) (referred to as “Line 880”). Spire plans to purchase Line 880 from LGC and modify 

approximately nine miles of existing 20-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis 

County, Missouri that will connect the new build part of the Project to the Enable Mississippi River 
Transmission, LLC (“MRT”) pipeline along the western bank of the Mississippi river in St. Louis County, 

Missouri. The total length of the entire Project will be approximately 70 miles. 

Construction and operation of the proposed Project will be regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (“Commission”) among other regulatory agencies. Spire intends to utilize the Commission’s 

pre-filing process detailed in Section 157.21 of the Commission’s regulations, which allows the 
Commission and other agencies to initiate National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”) review prior to 

Spire filing an application to the Commission. The Commission would need to issue Spire a Certificate 
of Public Convenience and Necessity to enable construction and operation of the proposed pipeline. 

The preliminary Project schedule includes the following target dates: 

 July 22, 2016 - Commission acceptance into pre-filing; commencement of the NEPA process 
(pre-filing docket no. PF16-9-000); 

 August 2016 (Anticipated) - biological and cultural resource surveys; 

 January 2017 (Anticipated) - file final application with Commission; 

 August 2017 (Anticipated) - NEPA document published; 

 November 2017 (Anticipated) - Commission decision on application; and 

 February 2018 (Anticipated) - commence construction activities.  



July 29, 2016  Page 2 
Project E160438.00 
 
 

 

On behalf of Spire, GAI would like to take this opportunity to invite the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources - Water Resources to participate in the review of this Project as a cooperating agency during 

the Commission’s pre-filing process. We look forward to your involvement in the review of this 

important Project and appreciate your cooperation. 

Please note the intent of this letter is solely for the purpose of inviting you to participate in 

the Commission’s NEPA pre-filing process. The Commission will also reach out to you 
requesting your agency to be a cooperating agency. Specific and necessary consultations 

and/or applicable permit applications will be addressed to you under separate cover. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please feel free to contact me at 
331.301.2002 or by e-mail at L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com. 

Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

 
Lori M. Ferry 

Environmental Project Manager 
 

LMF/gmg 

 
Attachment: United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map (Figure 1) 
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GAI Consultants, Inc.-Chicago Office  T 331.301.2002 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

July 29, 2016 

 
 

Mr. Pat Malone 
Impact Assessment Sections - Interagency Wetlands 

Illinois Department of Natural  

Resources, Endangered Species 
One Springfield Way 

Springfield, IL 62702-1271 

Re: Notice of Use of Pre-Filing Process 

Spire STL Pipeline  
Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, IL 

St. Charles and St. Louis Counties, MO  

Dear Mr. Malone: 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“Spire”) is in the planning stages of the Spire STL Pipeline (“Project”). As 

proposed, the Project will serve the energy needs of residential, commercial and industrial customers in 
the eastern portion of Missouri, including the St. Louis metropolitan area and surrounding counties. 

The Project as proposed will consist of approximately 60 miles of new build 24-inch diameter steel 

pipeline (referred to as the “new build” portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with 
Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (“REX”) pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene 

and Jersey Counties in Illinois before crossing the Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles 
County, Missouri until crossing the Missouri river and tying into an existing 20-inch diameter steel 

transmission pipeline in St. Louis County, Missouri that is currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas 
Company (“LGC”) (referred to as “Line 880”). Spire plans to purchase Line 880 from LGC and modify 

approximately nine miles of existing 20-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis 

County, Missouri that will connect the new build part of the Project to the Enable Mississippi River 
Transmission, LLC (“MRT”) pipeline along the western bank of the Mississippi river in St. Louis County, 

Missouri. The total length of the entire Project will be approximately 70 miles. 

Construction and operation of the proposed Project will be regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (“Commission”) among other regulatory agencies. Spire intends to utilize the Commission’s 

pre-filing process detailed in Section 157.21 of the Commission’s regulations, which allows the 
Commission and other agencies to initiate National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”) review prior to 

Spire filing an application to the Commission. The Commission would need to issue Spire a Certificate 
of Public Convenience and Necessity to enable construction and operation of the proposed pipeline. 

The preliminary Project schedule includes the following target dates: 

 July 22, 2016 - Commission acceptance into pre-filing; commencement of the NEPA process 
(pre-filing docket no. PF16-9-000); 

 August 2016 (Anticipated) - biological and cultural resource surveys; 

 January 2017 (Anticipated) - file final application with Commission; 

 August 2017 (Anticipated) - NEPA document published; 

 November 2017 (Anticipated) - Commission decision on application; and 

 February 2018 (Anticipated) - commence construction activities.  
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On behalf of Spire, GAI would like to take this opportunity to invite the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources - Endangered Species to participate in the review of this Project as a cooperating agency 

during the Commission’s pre-filing process. We look forward to your involvement in the review of this 

important Project and appreciate your cooperation. 

Please note the intent of this letter is solely for the purpose of inviting you to participate in 

the Commission’s NEPA pre-filing process. The Commission will also reach out to you 
requesting your agency to be a cooperating agency. Specific and necessary consultations 

and/or applicable permit applications will be addressed to you under separate cover. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please feel free to contact me at 
331.301.2002 or by e-mail at L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com. 

Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

 
Lori M. Ferry 

Environmental Project Manager 
 

LMF/gmg 

 
Attachment: United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map (Figure 1) 
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Ali Trunzo

From: Kieninger, Tara <Tara.Kieninger@Illinois.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 20, 2016 11:14 AM
To: Ali Trunzo
Subject: RE: IL Natural Heritage Program and EcoCAT information

Hi Ali – 

 

Yes, we can provide the data once you sign a Data License Agreement.  Please send me the shapefiles of the project 

extent so I can let you know how much the fee will be for the data.  Note that for linear projects, our fee is $15/quad for 

those topographic quads with data. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tara Kieninger 

Heritage Database Program Manager 

Illinois Dept of Natural Resources - ORC 

One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, IL  62711 

(217)782-2685 (phone) / (217)785-2438 (fax) 

tara.kieninger@illinois.gov 

 

 

From: Ali Trunzo [mailto:A.Trunzo@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Friday, June 17, 2016 2:14 PM 

To: Kieninger, Tara 

Cc: Lori Ferry 
Subject: IL Natural Heritage Program and EcoCAT information 

 

Tara, 
 

GAI and our client, Spire STL Pipeline LLC (Spire), have a meeting scheduled with the Illinois DNR next week to discuss 
an upcoming project in Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, IL. The proposed project is significantly longer than five 

miles, and we were interested in working with the Natural Heritage Program to see if shapefiles of EcoCAT related data 

were available through your office.  
 

We would like to review the project as a whole to understand the possible concerns and be prepared to discuss during 
the meeting. Please let me know if this is doable, and any data agreements that would be required. We have shapefiles of 

the tentative project extent available. 

Thank you for your assistance on this project. 

 

Ali 

------------------------------------ 

Alessandra M. Trunzo 
Senior Environmental Specialist 

GAI Consultants 
385 East Waterfront Drive, Homestead, PA 15120-5005 

Direct 412.399.5096 | Office 412.476.2000 | a.trunzo@gaiconsultants.com | gaiconsultants.com   

* Please update your records with my new direct telephone number 
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
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Ali Trunzo

From: Lori Ferry
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2016 11:26 AM
To: Ali Trunzo
Subject: FW: Spire STL Pipeline Project

 

 

From: Lori Ferry  

Sent: Friday, July 15, 2016 10:25 AM 

To: 'Malone, Pat' <Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

I appreciate that, thank you! 

Just as an update-we are still preparing the formal letter and mapping of your natural heritage data for you to 

review.  We are trying to get them all out and once with our FERC docket number which was just issued this week. 

 

Thanks again, 

Lori 

 

From: Malone, Pat [mailto:Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Friday, July 15, 2016 9:41 AM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

Hi Lori, 

 

I’ll see if they are in today/Monday and will talk to them about the criteria for the easements and get back with you.  I’ll 

see if I can get the locations for the CREP properties in those counties. 

 

Pat   

 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Friday, July 15, 2016 9:34 AM 

To: Malone, Pat 
Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

Hi Pat.  

Thanks for following up on this.  As far as I know, we have not been able to obtain a GIS layer with this information.  We 

have requested this information from the IL Department of Agriculture and NRCS.  In past experience, sometime they 

provide this information and sometimes they do not.  This is information we would request of any landowners affected 

by the Project (any known easements on their property).  Are there current restrictions on crossing CREP properties? 

Typically we’ve had to ensure that the property is restored back to conditions such that it does not eliminate the 

landowner’s participation in the program.  

 

Lori Ferry 

 

From: Malone, Pat [mailto:Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2016 8:45 AM 
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To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

Lori, 

 

I had notified several other IDNR staff about your project.  One of them inquired if  your alignment development 

included a search for permanent CREP easements?  These types of easements do not show up on my database when I 

evaluate the project. 

 

Pat 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2016 2:25 PM 
To: Diedrichsen, Mike; Malone, Pat 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

Great, thank you both! 

I’ll forward out some meeting invites.  

 

See you then, 

Lori 

 

From: Diedrichsen, Mike [mailto:Mike.Diedrichsen@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 15, 2016 10:07 AM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com>; Malone, Pat <Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

Lori, 

 

1 pm on Tuesday, June 21 will work for me. 

 

Mike Diedrichsen, P.E. 

Acting Manager, Downstate Regulatory Programs 

IDNR, Office of Water Resources 

One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield, IL  62702-1271 

Tel: 217/782-4426; Fax: 217/785-5014 

mike.diedrichsen@illinois.gov 

 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2016 12:47 PM 

To: Malone, Pat 

Cc: Diedrichsen, Mike 
Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

Hi All,  

Hope you had a nice weekend.  

Would you be available at 1pm on Tuesday the 21st? 

Thank you, 

Lori 

 

From: Malone, Pat [mailto:Pat.Malone@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2016 10:46 AM 



3

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Diedrichsen, Mike <Mike.Diedrichsen@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

Hi Lori,  My wife just scheduled a medical apt so I won’t be available the morning of the 21st. 

 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2016 4:08 PM 

To: Diedrichsen, Mike; Malone, Pat 
Subject: Spire STL Pipeline Project 

 

Mike and Pat 

Nice speaking with both today. I’ve attached a map and a short project description for you.  

Again, we hope to meet with you all sometime the week of June 20th as your schedules allow. I’ll let you all talk it over 

and then get back with you in a day or so and see which date would work best.  

 

Thanks again for your time and look forward to working with you, 

Lori Ferry 

 

 

Project Description: 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (Spire) is proposing to build, operate, and maintain the Spire STL Pipeline Project (Project).  The 

Project consists of approximately 60-miles of new 24-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline commencing in Scott County, 

Illinois at an interconnect with the existing Rockies Express Pipeline and traversing south through Greene and Jersey 

counties, Illinois and into St. Charles and St. Louis counties, Missouri.  Spire plans to install three metering and 

regulating stations, one odorization station and one standalone regulating station as part of the new build section of 

the project.  The Project also includes an upgrade of an existing 9-mile 20-inch natural gas pipeline in St. Louis County, 

Missouri which would include the addition of two additional measuring and regulating stations.  No compressor 

stations are currently proposed for the Project.  The proposed pipeline will be designed and built to carry up to 

400,000 dekatherms per day (Dth/d) and is proposed to provide an additional source of natural gas to the local 

distribution company (LDC) in the St. Louis metropolitan area.   

 

 
Lori Ferry 
Environmental Manager-Energy Business Unit 

GAI Consultants  

Chicago Office |  1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303  Aurora, Illinois 60505 

T 331.301.2002  M 630.605.5255 | gaiconsultants.com |   

l.ferry@gaiconsultants.com 

 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
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Ali Trunzo

From: Lori Ferry
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 7:06 PM
To: Savko, Terry; Chard, Steve
Cc: Douglas Sipe; Ali Trunzo
Subject: Spire STL Pipeline-Draft Ag Plan
Attachments: 2015 IDOA Drain Tile Repairs.pdf; IDOA Decompaction Stds A-B.PDF; IDOA Tile Bridge 

Permanent 2016.pdf; SPIRE Energy AIMA Draft4_1-24-17 Track Change.docx; SPIRE Energy
AIMA Draft4_1-24-17 Accepted.docx

Hi Terry and Steve,  

After some discussions with Spire, they have agreed to the 14 day permanent tile drain repair timeframe as outlined in 

the AIMA.  

I’ve attached both the consolidated track change version of the AIMA which indicates acceptance of this timeframe 

(Draft 4), and a final word version which accepts all the changes and the comments. I’ve also included the name of the 

Spire representative who will sign this AIMA. The PDF documents will be attached with the final plan.  

 

With your approval on these changes, please let me know that we can delete the “Draft” watermark and begin the 

signature process. We intend to include this version of the AIMA (Draft 4) in our FERC filing on January 25. We are also 

getting prepared to develop the list of mailing labels that are required for the IDOA. 

 

Thank you so much for your continued coordination. 

 

Thanks, 

Lori  

 
Lori Ferry 
Environmental Manager-Energy Business Unit 

GAI Consultants  

Chicago Office |  1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303  Aurora, Illinois 60505 

T 331.301.2002  M 630.605.5255 | gaiconsultants.com |   

l.ferry@gaiconsultants.com 

 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
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Ali Trunzo

From: Lori Ferry
Sent: Friday, December 02, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Ali Trunzo
Subject: FW: Spire STL Pipeline-AIMA
Attachments: Temporary_Permanent Drain Tile Details.pdf

 

 

From: Lori Ferry  

Sent: Friday, December 02, 2016 3:50 PM 

To: 'Savko, Terry' <Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov>; 'Chard, Steve' <Steve.Chard@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline-AIMA 

 

Hi Terry and Steve, 

I’ve included the revised drawing here for your review. Please send me any additional comments you may have.  

 

Have a great weekend, 

Lori Ferry 

 

From: Lori Ferry  

Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 4:40 PM 

To: 'Savko, Terry' <Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov>; Chard, Steve <Steve.Chard@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: Spire STL Pipeline-AIMA 

 

Hi Terry and Steve, 

Hope you had a nice holiday! 

 

I’ve attached the updated agreement based on our conversation last week. I am still waiting on engineering to provide 

me an updated typical drawing with our proposed changes. Once I have that, I will forward.  

 

Please let us know your remaining thoughts on the two outstanding comments.  

 

Thanks again, 

Lori 

 
Lori Ferry 
Environmental Manager-Energy Business Unit 

GAI Consultants  

Chicago Office |  1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303  Aurora, Illinois 60505 

T 331.301.2002  M 630.605.5255 | gaiconsultants.com |   

l.ferry@gaiconsultants.com 

 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
 

 







 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

Held a call with IDOA to discuss Spire’s response to the comments received from IDOA on 11/9/2016. 

 

1. IDOA lacks time to assist in providing Spire with agricultural inspectors-Confirm. IDOA would like input 

on the inspectors that become hired but cannot help manage them. 

2. Conditions of the AIMA-Item C-confirmed with IDOA that mitigative actions will be implemented upon 

the completion of construction within 45 days. “Completion of construction” means “final grade.” All 

parties agreed. 

3. Part 3-Repair of Damaged Tile Lines-Item C-IDOA requested that repairs be completed within 14 days. 

Spire requested 30 days to get backfilling completed, repair contractors mobilized etc. IDOA indicated 

that they would consider Spire’s request and let us know if they will agree to these terms.  

4. Part 3-Repair of Damaged Tile Lines-Item H-IDOA requested that repairs be completed within 14 days. 

Spire requested 30 days to get backfilling completed, repair contractors mobilized etc. IDOA indicated 

that they would consider Spire’s request and let us know if they will agree to these terms. 

5. Part 13-Damages to Private Property-Item C-Spire’s proposed crop damage payment program will be 

over a period of 3 years. Spire will not make payments in public record at this time.  

 

Other changes proposed by Spire and IDOA were accepted into the agreement. Spire will provide a revised 

Draft 3 agreement to IDOA which will include a revised Tile Drain Repair drawing with proposed changes. 

IDOA indicated they thought that an executed agreement prior to Spire’s January 2017 filing would be possible.   

 

telephone log  

 

    

Date: 11-22-2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Lori Ferry 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.: 630-605-5255 

 Call To: Terry Savko, Steve Chard 

 Company: Illinois Department of Agriculture 

Phone No.: 217-785-2661 

Subject: Draft Agricultural Impact Mitigation Plan 

 
cc:  
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Ali Trunzo

Subject: Draft 2 for Spire AIMA

From: Savko, Terry [mailto:Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2016 4:36 PM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Chard, Steve <Steve.Chard@Illinois.gov>; Sondgeroth, Craig <Craig.Sondgeroth@illinois.gov> 

Subject: Draft 2 for Spire AIMA 

 

Hi Lori,  

Thanks for your earlier call today regarding the AIMA review.  Attached is our response to your initial 

comments.   

Please review Draft 2 and then we can talk.  I am in the office tomorrow should you have questions or need 

clarification.  

 

In addition, let’s discuss your proposed language for the Drain Tile Repair drawings.   

Can you update or provide a drawing to show what you mean on stacking the sandbags as stated in your Sept 

22 comments.   

 

We would also request that the IDOA review our proposed language to the 2015 IDOA Drain Tile Repair drawings: 
 

The earthen/Sand bags should be installed from the top of the 24" pipeline to the mid span support of the tile support.   This 
accomplishes two things, with the ditch being approx 90" deep, less the depth of top soil stockpiled, so we DO NOT want 
anyone physically in the ditch, that is equal or deeper than 48", as its confined space.  Our revised plan will incorporate our 
24" pipe resting on the bottom of the ditch and will provide mid span support for the tile repair over the ditch 
line.   Additionally, to the agency, it should be noted that this provides additional assurances of lateral support to the tile 
repaired as the balance of the backfill is being placed over the repaired tile.      
 

Friday is a holiday, Veterans Day, and I am out of the office next week.   

I will return on Nov 21.  
 
 
_________________________________ 
 

Terry Savko, IL Dept of Agriculture   

Bureau of Land and Water Resources  

State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL   62794-9281  

217.785.4458     terry.savko@illinois.gov 

 

 

 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure.  
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Ali Trunzo

From: Lori Ferry
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2016 4:00 PM
To: Ali Trunzo
Subject: FW: Spire STL Pipeline-Draft AIMA

 

 

From: Savko, Terry [mailto:Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2016 2:32 PM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: RE: Spire STL Pipeline-Draft AIMA 

 

Hi Lori, 
I am updating the draft AIMA based upon your comments, but other matters have taken priority.   
Tomorrow, I am gone for a funeral, and Monday (Columbus Day) is a state and federal holiday. 
My apologies, but I will contact you again next week. 
 
Terry 
_________________________________ 
 

Terry Savko, IL Dept of Agriculture   
Bureau of Land and Water Resources  

State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL   62794-9281  

217.785.4458     terry.savko@illinois.gov 

 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 12:15 PM 

To: Savko, Terry <Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov> 

Cc: Chard, Steve <Steve.Chard@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: [External] RE: Spire STL Pipeline-Draft AIMA 

 

Hi Terry, 

Thanks for the update! We looking forward to hearing from you. 

 

Lori 

 

From: Savko, Terry [mailto:Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 11:25 AM 

To: Lori Ferry <L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Chard, Steve <Steve.Chard@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: FW: Spire STL Pipeline-Draft AIMA 

 

Hi Lori, 
Thanks for your comments.   
Your revised version with comments has been relayed to Steve Chard, my Bureau Chief, for our internal review.   
I plan to get back with you by the end of this week.   
 
Terry 
 
_________________________________ 
 

Terry Savko, IL Dept of Agriculture   

Bureau of Land and Water Resources  
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State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL   62794-9281  

217.785.4458     terry.savko@illinois.gov 

 

From: Lori Ferry [mailto:L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2016 4:24 PM 

To: Savko, Terry <Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov> 

Cc: Ali Trunzo <A.Trunzo@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: [External] Spire STL Pipeline-Draft AIMA 

 

Hi Terry, 

Hope you are well! 

 

I’ve attached our draft comments on your AIMA, sent to us on July 15.  I have inserted some proposed changes and 

insertions as well as some comments.  Everything is currently in track changes so please ensure the document is showing 

“all markups” in the Review tab.  

 

We would also request that the IDOA review our proposed language to the 2015 IDOA Drain Tile Repair drawings: 

 

The earthen/Sand bags should be installed from the top of the 24" pipeline to the mid span support of the tile support.   This 
accomplishes two things, with the ditch being approx 90 " deep, less the depth of top soil stockpiled, so we DO NOT want 
anyone physically in the ditch, that is equal or deeper than 48", as its confined space.  Our revised plan will incorporate our 
24" pipe resting on the bottom of the ditch and will provide mid span support for the tile repair over the ditch 
line.   Additionally, to the agency, it should be noted that this provides additional assurances of lateral support to the tile 
repaired as the balance of the backfill is being placed over the repaired tile.      
 

 

Please review these comments and let me know if you’d like me to set up a time where we can discuss these via 

conference call.  

 

Thank you for your continued assistance on this Project. 

 

Lori 

 
Lori Ferry 
Environmental Manager-Energy Business Unit 

GAI Consultants  

Chicago Office |  1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303  Aurora, Illinois 60505 

T 331.301.2002  M 630.605.5255 | gaiconsultants.com |   

l.ferry@gaiconsultants.com 

 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
 

 

 

 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
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Ali Trunzo

From: Andrea Halfhill
Sent: Thursday, September 08, 2016 2:09 PM
To: Ali Trunzo
Subject: FW: FERC Pipeline Project Soil Information Request

 

 

From: Savko, Terry [mailto:Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2016 4:32 PM 

To: Andrea Halfhill <A.Halfhill@gaiconsultants.com> 

Cc: Chard, Steve <Steve.Chard@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: RE: FERC Pipeline Project Soil Information Request 

 

Hi Andrea,  
In response to your request, the IDOA doesn’t have the level of information that the county NRCS offices or the local Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts have in their possession. They are the best sources of the specific GIS data that you are 
seeking.   
 
We do look forward to working with you and your colleagues on the project. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have 
any further questions or requests.  
Best regards,  
Terry 
 
_________________________________ 
 

Terry Savko, IL Dept of Agriculture   

Bureau of Land and Water Resources  

State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281, Springfield, IL   62794-9281  

217.785.4458     terry.savko@illinois.gov 

 

From: Andrea Halfhill [mailto:A.Halfhill@gaiconsultants.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, September 07, 2016 1:44 PM 

To: Savko, Terry <Terry.Savko@Illinois.gov> 

Subject: [External] FERC Pipeline Project Soil Information Request 

 

Good afternoon,  
 
We are researching information on behalf of Spire STL Pipeline LLC, for the Spire STL Pipeline Project as described below. 
As part of the FERC application, we will be consulting with land management agencies and local soil conservation 
authorities to request any recommendations you may have for seed mixes, seeding dates, application rates for fertilizer and 
lime, erosion controls, and noxious weed controls. We are also looking for any specific restoration and/or seeding plans that 
may be required or recommended by your agency or any requirements for what species and fertilizers should be used on 
areas disturbed by construction to generate growth.  
 
I have attached some preliminary mapping for your use in reviewing the project footprint.  
 
Any information you can pass along is greatly appreciated! 
 
Description of the Project:  



2

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“Spire”), a wholly owned subsidiary of Spire Inc., is seeking authorization from the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act to construct and operate the proposed Spire 

STL Pipeline Project (“Project”) located in Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois, and St. Charles and St. Louis Counties, 

Missouri. The Project as proposed will consist of approximately 57.4 miles of new build 24-inch-diameter steel pipeline 

(referred to as the “new build” portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with the Rockies Express Pipeline LLC 

(“REX”) pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene and Jersey Counties in Illinois before crossing the

Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles County, Missouri. The new build then crosses the Missouri River and ties 

into an existing pipeline in St. Louis County, Missouri that is currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas Company (“LGC”) 

(referred to as “Line 880”). As part of the proposed Project and subject to LGC’s receipt of approval from the Missouri Public 

Service Commission (“MPSC”), Spire is proposing to purchase Line 880, including its appurtenant and ancillary facilities, from 

LGC and modify the pipeline before placing it in interstate service. Line 880 consists of approximately 7.6 miles of existing 

20-inch-diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis County, Missouri that will connect the new build part of the 

Project to the Enable Mississippi River Transmission, LLC (“Enable MRT”) pipeline along the western bank of the Mississippi 

River in St. Louis County, Missouri. The total length of the Project pipelines will be approximately 65.0 miles. The overall 

design capacity of the pipeline is expected to be 400,000 dekatherms per day (“Dth/d”). No compression will be required. The 

Project as proposed will include pipeline interconnects with REX in Illinois and LGC and Enable MRT in Missouri. The Project 

will also include the construction of minor aboveground facilities. 

 
Thank you,  
 

Andrea 
 

Andrea M. Halfhill, B.A, B.S. 

Project Environmental Specialist 

 

GAI Consultants 
6000 Town Center Blvd., Suite 300, Canonsburg, PA 15317 

T 724.873.3545 | D 412.399.5521 | M 724.344.0124 | gaiconsultants.com |   

* Please update your records with my new direct telephone number 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
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 GAI Consultants, Inc.- Chicago Office T 331.301.2002 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

August 15, 2016 

 

 
Ms. Terry Savko 

Bureau of Land and Water Resources 
Illinois Department of Agriculture 

State Fairgrounds 
PO Box 19281 

Springfield, Illinois 62794-9281 

Re: Project Permitting Coordination 
Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

Spire STL Pipeline  
Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois 

Dear Ms. Savko: 

GAI Consultants, Inc. (“GAI”) is submitting this information request on behalf of Spire STL Pipeline LLC 
(“Spire”), for the portion of the Spire STL Pipeline (“Project”) in Scott, Jersey and Greene Counties, 

Illinois. Representatives from Spire and GAI met with your office on June 22, 2016 to introduce the 
Project. GAI is submitting information to coordinate anticipated reviews for the proposed Project. 

Project Description 

Spire is in the planning stages of the Project. As proposed, the Project will serve the energy needs of 

residential, commercial and industrial customers in the eastern portion of Missouri, including the St. 

Louis metropolitan area and surrounding counties. The Project as proposed will consist of 
approximately 60 miles of new build 24-inch diameter steel pipeline (referred to as the “new build” 

portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (“REX”) 
pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene and Jersey Counties in Illinois before 

crossing the Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles County, Missouri, until crossing the 

Missouri River and tying into an existing 20-inch diameter steel transmission pipeline in St. Louis 
County, Missouri, that is currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas Company (“LGC”) (referred to 

as “Line 880”). Spire plans to purchase Line 880 from LGC and modify approximately nine miles of 
existing 20-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis County, Missouri, that will 

connect the new build part of the Project to the Enable Mississippi River Transmission, LLC (“MRT”) 
pipeline along the western bank of the Mississippi River, in St. Louis County, Missouri. The total length 

of the entire Project will be approximately 70 miles and will include the construction of minor 

aboveground facilities. A pig launcher/receiver will also be installed at each portion of the Project. The 
overall design capacity of the new build portion of the pipeline is expected to be 400,000 Dth/d. No 

compression will be required.  

Spire anticipates a typical 90-foot temporary construction right-of-way (“ROW”) width, and a 50-foot 

permanent ROW. The construction ROW is anticipated to be reduced to 50-foot at streams and 

wetlands. An additional 25 feet of temporary work space will be required through agricultural areas, 
and additional temporary work space will be required to facilitate construction in certain areas, such as 

crossings of roads, railroads, streams, and wetlands. 
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Illinois 

Approximately 45 miles of the new build 24-inch diameter steel pipeline will be located in Illinois and 
traverse Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties. One metering and regulating station and one pig launcher 

are proposed in Scott County, Illinois, at the interconnection location with the REX pipeline.  

The pipeline facilities are shown on United States Geological Survey (“USGS”) Topographic Map (Figure 
1). In addition, Spire has assumed the use/development of new and/or existing access roads 

throughout the Project area. Temporary extra work spaces and contractor yards will also be utilized to 
accommodate equipment staging and stockpiling of materials along the proposed corridor during 

construction. The locations of these facilities are still pending. 

Site Description 

The Illinois portion of the Project is located in Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois, and is 

depicted on the attached portions of the Alsey (1983), Roodhouse West (1983), Carrolton (1985), 
Boyer Creek (1983), Otterville (1983), Elsah (1979), and Grafton (1995), Illinois USGS 7.5-minute 

series topographic maps (Figure 1).  

The majority of the pipeline is greenfield and crosses primarily agricultural landscapes with some areas 
of forest. In Illinois, the Project is located within the North Little Sandy Creek [USGS Hydrologic Unit 

Code (HUC) #071300110503], Little Sandy Creek (HUC #071300110504), Hurricane Creek  
(HUC #071300110806), Whitaker Creek-Apple Creek (HUC #071300110702), Coates Creek-Apple 

Creek (HUC #071300110703), Link Branch-Lower Macoupin Creek (HUC #071300120602), Wines 
Branch-Lower Macoupin Creek (HUC #071300120603), De Arcy Branch-Phils Creek  

(HUC #071300120502), Sandy Creek-Otter Creek (HUC #071300110901), Shilow Hollow-South Fork 

Otter Creek (HUC #071300110902), Lower Piasa Creek (HUC #071100090204), and Marais Temps  
Clair-Mississippi River (HUC #071100090401) watersheds. 

As discussed during the meeting, an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement will be required for this 
Project. Upon receipt of the template, Spire will review and continue to coordinate with the Illinois 

Department of Agriculture. Spire understands that the requirements for minimum cover are five feet in 

cropland areas and three feet of cover in timber areas.  

GAI would appreciate your continued assistance in developing the Agricultural Impact 

Mitigation Agreement. In addition, GAI would appreciate the identification of any 
additional concerns based on the current Project route, as shown on Figure 1.  

Please note the intent of this letter is solely for the purpose of formally initiating consultation and/or 
applicable Project reviews. An invitation for you to participate in the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission’s National Environmental Policy Act Pre-Filing Process will be addressed to you under 

separate cover. 

If you have any questions regarding this submission, please feel free to contact me at 234.203.0763, 

or by e-mail at J.Fuller@gaiconsultants.com. 

Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 
 

 
 

Jayme L. Fuller 
Environmental Manager  
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Attachment: USGS Topographic Map (Figure 1) 
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ATTACHMENT 

USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAP (FIGURE 1) 
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SpireSTLPipeline.com 

 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

700 Market Street 

Saint Louis, MO 63101 

August 5, 2016 

 

Mr. Terry Savko   

Illinois Department of Agriculture - Bureau of Land and Water Resources 

PO Box 19281  

Springfield, IL 62794 

 

Re: Spire STL Pipeline  
        FERC Docket No. PF16-9 
 

Dear Mr. Savko, 

At Spire, formerly The Laclede Group, we never stop looking for better ways to provide energy now 

and for the future. That’s why Spire STL Pipeline LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Spire Inc., is 

proposing to develop and construct a new interstate natural gas pipeline that will bring an efficient 

energy source to southwest Illinois and the St. Louis region. As a member of the community, we 

want you to be informed about our proposed project and we want you to hear from us first. 

We are proposing to construct 60 miles of new build pipeline and upgrade nine miles of existing 

underground pipeline to further improve reliability and better serve homes and businesses across 

Illinois and Missouri. The planned route runs through Scott, Greene and Jersey counties in Illinois 

and St. Charles and St. Louis counties in Missouri. 

You are receiving this letter because your property is located on or near our currently proposed 

route. 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC has started the pre-filing application process for developing interstate 

natural gas pipelines by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 

§ 157.21. FERC staff recently started a pre-filing environmental review process, which encourages 

early involvement by citizens, governmental entities and other interested parties. You can find more 

information about this pre-filing process at www.ferc.gov. You can see all the information about the 

Spire STL Pipeline using the docket number PF16-9.  

Included with this letter, for your information, is a general overview map of the proposed pipeline 

route and a diagram illustrating the FERC process. 

We believe that we can create a better project by hearing from you and listening to your feedback. 

That’s why we are hosting open houses this month so you can learn more about the project and we 

can learn more about you. 

At the open houses, more detailed maps will be available to show where the proposed pipeline may 

be located relative to your property. We want you to come, ask questions and provide feedback. 

Representatives of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) will also be there to answer 

questions about the FERC process for natural gas pipelines.  

http://www.ferc.gov/
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Spire STL Pipeline open house schedule 

Tuesday 

August 16, 2016 

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

August 17, 2016 

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

August 18, 2016 

5 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 

August 23, 2016 

5 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

August 24, 2016  

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Scott County, 

Illinois 

Jersey County, 

Illinois 

St. Louis 

County, 

Missouri 

St. Charles 

County, 

Missouri 

Greene County, 

Illinois 

 

Scott County 

Fairgrounds 

401 North Walnut 

Winchester, IL 

62694 

 

Jerseyville 

Recreation Center 

401 Mound Street 

Jerseyville, IL 

62052 

 

Hazelwood Civic 

Center East 

8969 Dunn Road 

Hazelwood, MO 

63042 

American Legion 

Post 312 

2500 Raymond 

Drive 

St Charles, MO 

63301 

Knights of 

Columbus Hall 

U.S. HWY 67 

Carrollton, IL 

62016 

 

 

Check out more information on our website at www.SpireSTLPipeline.com. If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact us toll-free at 1 844-885-7234 or at 

STLPipelineInfo@SpireEnergy.com. 

 

We look forward to working with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Scott Jaskowiak 
Vice President 
Spire STL Pipeline LLC 
  

http://www.spirestlpipeline.com/
mailto:STLPipelineInfo@SpireEnergy.com
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Project Map 
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FERC Pre-Filing Process 

 

 

↓

↓

↓

↓

↓
↓ ↓

↓ ↓

↓

↓

↓

↓

EIS

Public Input Opportunities

Public Input Opportunities

(if denied)

(if approved)

EA

Public Input Opportunities

Applicant Process FERC Process

Applicant and/or Public can ask

FERC to rehear case or refer to 

FERC Administrative Law Judge

May construct and operate the 

project, only after obtaining Clean 

Water Act, Coastal Zone 

Management Act, and Clean Air 

Act permits.

Applicant and/or Parties can 

can take FERC to Court

Approves or denies project

Issues Final EIS

Responds to comments and 

revises the Draft EIS
Responds to comments received

on EA in Commision Order

Issues EA and opens 

comment period

Issues draft EIS and 

opens comment period

Holds meeting(s) in the project

area to hear public comments

on the draft EIS

Issues Preliminary Draft EA to

cooperating agencies for review

Issues Preliminary Draft EIS 

to cooperating agencies for review

Receives formal application

from Applicant

Files formal application

with the FERC

Assesses market need and

considers project feasibility

Studies potential site locations

Identifies Stakeholders

Requests use of FERC’s

Pre-Filing Process

Participates in Applicant’s 

open house 
Holds open house to discuss

project

Formally approves Pre-Filing 

Process, issues PF Docket No. 

to Applicant, and begins 

project review

Receives Applicant’s request 

to conduct its review of the 

project within FERC’s NEPA 

Pre-Filing Process

Issues Notice of Intent for 

Preparation of an EA/EIS. 

Opens NEPA scoping period 

to seek public comments on 

the project. 

Holds NEPA scoping meeting(s) 

and site visit in the project area.

Consults with interested agencies. 



 
 

GAI Consultants, Inc.-Chicago Office  T 331.301.2002 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

July 29, 2016 

 
 

Mr. Terry Savko 
Illinois Department of Agriculture  

Bureau of Land and Water Resources 

State Fairgrounds 
P.O. Box 19281 

Springfield, IL 62794-9281 

Re: Notice of Use of Pre-Filing Process 

Spire STL Pipeline  
Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, IL 

St. Charles and St. Louis Counties, MO  

Dear Mr. Savko: 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“Spire”) is in the planning stages of the Spire STL Pipeline (“Project”). As 

proposed, the Project will serve the energy needs of residential, commercial and industrial customers in 
the eastern portion of Missouri, including the St. Louis metropolitan area and surrounding counties. 

The Project as proposed will consist of approximately 60 miles of new build 24-inch diameter steel 

pipeline (referred to as the “new build” portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with 
Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (“REX”) pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene 

and Jersey Counties in Illinois before crossing the Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles 
County, Missouri until crossing the Missouri river and tying into an existing 20-inch diameter steel 

transmission pipeline in St. Louis County, Missouri that is currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas 
Company (“LGC”) (referred to as “Line 880”). Spire plans to purchase Line 880 from LGC and modify 

approximately nine miles of existing 20-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis 

County, Missouri that will connect the new build part of the Project to the Enable Mississippi River 
Transmission, LLC (“MRT”) pipeline along the western bank of the Mississippi river in St. Louis County, 

Missouri. The total length of the entire Project will be approximately 70 miles. 

Construction and operation of the proposed Project will be regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (“Commission”) among other regulatory agencies. Spire intends to utilize the Commission’s 

pre-filing process detailed in Section 157.21 of the Commission’s regulations, which allows the 
Commission and other agencies to initiate National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”) review prior to 

Spire filing an application to the Commission. The Commission would need to issue Spire a Certificate 
of Public Convenience and Necessity to enable construction and operation of the proposed pipeline. 

The preliminary Project schedule includes the following target dates: 

 July 22, 2016 - Commission acceptance into pre-filing; commencement of the NEPA process 
(pre-filing docket no. PF16-9-000); 

 August 2016 (Anticipated) - biological and cultural resource surveys; 

 January 2017 (Anticipated) - file final application with Commission; 

 August 2017 (Anticipated) - NEPA document published; 

 November 2017 (Anticipated) - Commission decision on application; and 

 February 2018 (Anticipated) - commence construction activities.  
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On behalf of Spire, GAI would like to take this opportunity to invite the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture - Bureau of Land and Water Resources to participate in the review of this Project as a 

cooperating agency during the Commission’s pre-filing process. We look forward to your involvement in 

the review of this important Project and appreciate your cooperation. 

Please note the intent of this letter is solely for the purpose of inviting you to participate in 

the Commission’s NEPA pre-filing process. The Commission will also reach out to you 
requesting your agency to be a cooperating agency. Specific and necessary consultations 

and/or applicable permit applications will be addressed to you under separate cover. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please feel free to contact me at 
331.301.2002 or by e-mail at L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com. 

Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

 
Lori M. Ferry 

Environmental Project Manager 
 

LMF/gmg 

 
Attachment: United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map (Figure 1) 
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Lori Ferry

From: Lori Ferry

Sent: Thursday, June 09, 2016 10:45 AM

To: 'terry.savko@illinois.gov'

Subject: Spire STL Pipeline Project

Attachments: Spire STL Pipeline Project Overview.png

Hi Terry,  

Nice speaking with you today. I’ve attached a map and a short project description for you.  

Again, we hope to meet with you all sometime the week of June 20th (21st or 22nd if possible) as your schedules allow. I’ll 

let you all talk it over and then if you would let me know which date would work best, that would be great.  

 

Thanks again for your time and look forward to working with you, 

Lori Ferry 

 

 

Project Description: 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (Spire) is proposing to build, operate, and maintain the Spire STL Pipeline Project (Project).  The 

Project consists of approximately 60-miles of new 24-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline commencing in Scott County, 

Illinois at an interconnect with the existing Rockies Express Pipeline and traversing south through Greene and Jersey 

counties, Illinois and into St. Charles and St. Louis counties, Missouri.  Spire plans to install three metering and 

regulating stations, one odorization station and one standalone regulating station as part of the new build section of 

the project.  The Project also includes an upgrade of an existing 9-mile 20-inch natural gas pipeline in St. Louis County, 

Missouri which would include the addition of two additional measuring and regulating stations.  No compressor 

stations are currently proposed for the Project.  The proposed pipeline will be designed and built to carry up to 

400,000 dekatherms per day (Dth/d) and is proposed to provide an additional source of natural gas to the local 

distribution company (LDC) in the St. Louis metropolitan area.   

 

 
Lori Ferry 
Environmental Manager-Energy Business Unit 

GAI Consultants  

Chicago Office |  1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303  Aurora, Illinois 60505 

T 331.301.2002  M 630.605.5255 | gaiconsultants.com |   

l.ferry@gaiconsultants.com 

 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This communication is solely for 
the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this transmission includes any 
technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design and/or construction. 
 

 



 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

 

Called Ms. Savko to introduce the Project and understand the ILDOA requirements for an Agricultural Mitigation 

Agreement.  Ms. Savko was agreeable to setting up a meeting to talk with the ILDOA regarding the Project and a 

date will be set up in the next week. 

 

telephone log  

 

    

Date: 6/9/2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From:  

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.:  

 Call To: Terry Savko 

 Company: IL DOA 

Phone No.: 217-785-4458 

Subject: Project Introduction 

 
cc:  
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Illinois Historic Preservation Agency



 
 

GAI Consultants, Inc.-Chicago Office  T 331.301.2001 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

January 26, 2017 

 
 

Ms. Rachel Leibowitz  
Division Manager and Deputy SHPO  

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency  

1 Old State Capitol Plaza  
Springfield, Illinois 62701-1507 

 

Re: Spire STL Pipeline Project; Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois 
Submittal of Technical Report 

Phase I Archaeological Survey and 
Architectural and Historical Resources Reconnaissance Survey 

IHPA Log #: 005080216 
 

Dear Ms. Leibowitz: 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“Spire”), a wholly owned subsidiary of Spire Inc., is seeking authorization from 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act to construct 

and operate the proposed Spire STL Pipeline Project (“Project”) located in Scott, Greene, and Jersey 
Counties, Illinois, and St. Charles and St. Louis Counties, Missouri.  The total length of the Project 

pipelines will be approximately 66 miles, of which approximately 45.35 miles are in Illinois.  

GAI Consultants, Inc. (“GAI”) conducted Phase I archaeological survey between October and 
December 2016. The Area of Potential Effect (“APE”) for the archaeological investigations was defined 

as the direct APE, the area of ground disturbance anticipated for the construction activities. For the 
purposes of the archaeological survey, in order to accommodate Project design changes throughout 

the process, the APE along the new 24-inch pipeline portion of the Project consists of a 300-foot-wide 
study corridor centered on the proposed pipeline route, a 100-foot-wide study corridor for each access 

road, and the footprint of the workspace needed for construction of the metering and regulating 

station interconnect in Illinois. Other workspace in Illinois required for construction includes four 
groundbeds, and two contractor yards/staging areas. 

The APE for the Illinois portion of the Project was 721.3 hectares (1,782.3 acres). Of this, 536.2 
hectares (1,324.9 acres) was surveyed during this field season, 5.1 hectares (12.5 acres) was 

previously surveyed, and 180.0 hectares (444.8 acres) was not surveyed, due to land access 

restrictions, slope, disturbance, or avoidance via horizontal directional drilling. 

In total, 113 archaeological sites and 57 isolated finds were newly-identified, and one previously 

recorded site was re-identified during Phase I survey. Ten sites are recommended eligible for the 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (“NRHP”), including 11ST613, 11GE789, 11GE773, 

11GE757, 11GE758, 11JY700, 11JY698, 11JY699, 11JY661, and 11JY680. Additional work is 

recommended if these sites cannot be avoided. The remaining 103 sites are recommended not eligible, 
and no further work is recommended. The 57 isolated finds are all recommended not eligible for NRHP 

listing. 

In addition to the Phase I archaeological survey, an architectural and historical resources 

reconnaissance survey was conducted in October 2016. The APE for above-ground resources 
encompasses a direct (construction impacts) and indirect APE. The indirect APE was defined as a 
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0.125-mile buffer of the proposed pipeline to account for visual impacts on aboveground historic 
resources. There were no previously recorded resources located within the APE. The survey resulted in 

the identification of 31 previously unrecorded architectural and historical resources in Scott, Greene, 

and Jersey Counties. Two of the resources are recommended eligible for listing in the NRHP: GAI-
02/House at +/- 1238 Havens Road (under Criterion C) and GAI-06/Gulf, Mobile and Ohio Railroad 

(under Criterion A). The remaining 29 identified architectural and historical resources lack sufficient 
integrity and/or significance to be recommended eligible for NRHP listing. Overall, Project-related 

construction will not adversely impact any NRHP-eligible historic and architectural resources identified 

to date. GAI-02, recommended as potentially eligible, lies outside the APE for the Project as it is 
currently defined. Following completion of the October survey, additional workspace and access roads 

were added to the Project, potentially requiring additional architectural and historical reconnaissance 
survey. If additional field surveys are conducted, Spire will submit supplemental Phase I reports to the 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency as required. 

GAI, on behalf of Spire, is requesting your review and concurrence of the attached technical report 

presenting the cultural resources results and recommendations for the Project. 

We look forward to continuing to work with you on this Project. Please contact Eric Scuoteguazza at 
(412) 399-5188 or e.scuoteguazza@gaiconsultants.com, if there are questions regarding this report. 

Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

 
 

 
 

Eric P. Scuoteguazza, M.A., M.B.A., RPA 

Senior Manager, Cultural Resources 
 

 
 

 
 

Lori M. Ferry 

Environmental Project Manager 
 

EPS/LMF 
 

Attachment: Phase I Archaeological Survey and Architectural and Historical Resources 

Reconnaissance Survey 
Spire STL Pipeline Project; Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois 

 



 
  Summary of Discussion, Decisions, and Commitments: 

 

Call to discuss approach to reporting for Illinois portion of Spire STL Pipeline; report to be in the form of an 

identified resource table with photo appendix and mapping of project and resource locations 

 

 

telephone log  

 

    

Date: 11-7-2016 

Project / Admin. No.: E160438.00 

 Call From: Elizabeth Williams, Senior Architectural Historian 

 Company: GAI Consultants 

Phone No.: 412.399.5060 

 Call To: David Halpin 

 Company: Illinois SHPO 

Phone No.: 217-785-4998 

Subject: Architectural History Reporting 

 
cc:  
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GAI Consultants, Inc.  Letter of Transmittal 
Chicago Office 
1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 
Aurora, IL 60505 
T 313.301.2002  
www.gaiconsultants.com 
 
 

 TRANSMITTAL NO. T009 

DATE:  11/1/2016 

PROJECT NO. E160438.00, Task 003 

 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

1 Old State Capitol Plaza 

Springfield, Illinois  62701 

Attention: Ms. Rachel Leibowitz 

Division Manager and Deputy SHPO 

 

  

 
PROJECT TITLE: 

 Spire STL Pipeline Project 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois 
and St. Charles and St. Louis Counties, Missouri 

 
SUBJECT:  

PF16-9-000 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
Draft Environmental Report  

 

WE ARE SENDING YOU: Paper Documents COMMENTS:   

VIA: Next Day Delivery  

PURPOSE: For Your Use 

  

ATTACHMENTS: 

Quantity Document No. Rev. Document Date Document Description/Title Status* 

1 - - October 2016 Draft Resource Report 4 Cultural Resources - 

      

      

      

      

*Status Codes for Submittal Package Reviews:  NE=No Exceptions; EN=Exceptions Noted; RR=Revise & Resubmit; RJ=Rejected 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Name Company 
Transmittal 

(Y/N) 
Attachments 

(Y/N) 

Mr. Scott Jaskowiak Spire Inc. Y N 

Mr. David Yonce Spire Inc. Y N 

Mr. Russell English Spire Inc. Y N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lori M. Ferry, MS  
Environmental Manager 

http://www.gaiconsultants.com/


 
 

 

 

GAI Consultants, Inc. - Chicago Office T 331.301.2002 
1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 
Aurora, Illinois 60505 

October 28, 2016 

 
 
Ms. Rachel Leibowitz 
Division Manager and Deputy SHPO 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois  62701-1507 

Re: Unanticipated Discoveries Plan for Cultural Resources 
Spire STL Pipeline LLC 
Spire STL Pipeline  
Scott, Greene and Jersey Counties, Illinois 

Dear Ms. Leibowitz: 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“Spire”) is in the planning stages of the Spire STL Pipeline (“Project”), located in Scott, 
Greene, and Jersey Counties in Illinois and in St. Charles and St. Louis Counties in Missouri. Spire retained GAI 
Consultants, Inc. to conduct required cultural resources studies. Construction and operation of the proposed 
Project will be regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“Commission”) among other regulatory 
agencies. 

As part of the Commission filing, Spire is including an Unanticipated Discoveries Plan for Cultural Resources in 
Illinois. I have enclosed a copy of that plan for your review and concurrence. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If you have any questions regarding this submission, please feel 
free to contact me at 412.399.5191, or by e-mail at J.Glenn@gaiconsultants.com. 

Sincerely,  
GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

 

Jonathan Glenn 
Cultural Resources Manager 
 

Attachment: Unanticipated Discoveries Plan for Cultural Resources in Illinois 
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ATTACHMENT: 

UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERIES PLAN FOR CULTURAL RESOURCES IN ILLINOIS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Spire STL Pipeline Project  

Unanticipated Discoveries Plan 

for Cultural Resources in Illinois 

 

FERC Docket No. PF16-9-000 

 

Draft 

October 2016 

 

Public 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 

FERC Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  

IHPA Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act of 1966  

NRHP National Register of Historic Places 

Project Spire STL Pipeline Project 

Spire Spire STL Pipeline LLC 
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Unanticipated Discoveries Plan for Cultural 

Resources in Illinois 
This Unanticipated Discoveries Plan details the procedures that will be implemented by Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

(“Spire”) and its contractors to handle the unanticipated discovery of cultural resources that may be encountered 

during construction of the proposed Spire STL Pipeline Project (“Project”). This plan was developed in accordance 

with 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800.13 (Post-Review Discovery clause), as well as the following regulations: 

 Illinois Historic Preservation Agency’s (“IHPA’s”) Guidelines for Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey/Reports 

(IHPA, undated); 

 Illinois State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act (20 ILCS 3420); 

 Illinois Archaeological and Paleontological Resources Protection Act (20 ILCS 3435); and, 

 Illinois Human Skeletal Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440). 

All construction work force members have the responsibility to monitor construction sites for potential 

archaeological remains throughout construction. Archaeological remains consist of man-made objects or features 

greater than 50 years of age. These remains include, but are not limited to, items such as artifacts (e.g., stone 

flakes, stone tools, ceramics, glass, and architectural material), fire pits, building foundations, and human remains. 

If, during the course of construction, potential archaeological remains are identified, the Environmental or Chief 

Inspector will immediately halt work in the vicinity (minimum of 25 feet) of the potential find. The Environmental 

Inspector will notify the Spire Environmental Project Manager. Work in the immediate area of the discovery will 

not resume until treatment of the discovery has been completed.  

The Spire Environmental Project Manager will notify the IHPA and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

(“FERC”), and will hire a state-approved archaeological consultant who will evaluate the site and provide an 

immediate verbal recommendation to Spire and the IHPA regarding the eligibility status of the site. Spire’s 

Environmental Manager will notify FERC of the recommendation and continue to consult with the IHPA’s office, 

as per the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (“NHPA”). 

Communications, such as consultation, transmittals, and reports may be provided via e-mail, as appropriate and 

acceptable to each agency. Contact information for the various agencies is listed below: 

 

Environmental Inspector 
To be determined 
 
Chief Inspector 
To be determined 
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Spire Environmental Project Manager 
Russell English 
Spire, Inc. 
700 Market Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 
314-956-5221 
russell.english@SpireEnergy.com 
 
Spire Project Manager 
Scott Jaskowiak 
Spire, Inc. 
700 Market Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 
314-575-5588 
scott.jaskowiak@SpireEnergy.com 
 
IHPA 
Rachel Leibowitz 
Division Manager and Deputy State Historic Preservation Office 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
1 Old State Capital Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois 62701-1507 
217-785-5031 
rachel.leibowitz@illinois.gov 
 
FERC 
Laurie Boros 
Archaeologist 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE, Room 1A 
Washington, D.C. 20426 
202-502-8046 
laurie.boros@ferc.gov 
 
Greene County Coroner 
Dean Bishop 
P.O. Box 207 
Greenfield, Illinois 62044 
217-368-2202 
 
Greene County Sheriff’s Office 
403 7th Street 
Carrollton, Illinois 62016 
217-942-6901  
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Jersey County Coroner 
Larry Alexander 
108 North Liberty 
Jerseyville, Illinois 62052 
618-498-2711 
 
Jersey County Sheriff’s Office 
114 North Washington 
Jerseyville, Illinois 62052 
618-498-6881 
 
Scott County Coroner 
David King, Jr. 
35 East Market Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62094 
217-742-3141 
 
Scott County Sheriff’s Office 
35 East Market Street 
Winchester, Illinois 62094 
217-742-5217 
 

If the unanticipated discovery is determined to be ineligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places 

(“NRHP”), Spire will proceed with construction following written concurrence from the IHPA and approval from 

FERC. If the site is determined to be potentially eligible for inclusion in the NRHP, additional work, such as a 

Determination of Eligibility or Data Recovery, will be performed as required/approved by the IHPA and FERC. 

Further construction work at the site will be suspended until all criteria of Section 106 of the NHPA and other 

related federal and state regulations have been successfully completed. Construction activities will be kept a 

minimum of 25 feet from the site (dependent on the site type, location, construction design, and agency 

consultation) and separated from the site by temporary fencing. 

In the event that human remains are discovered during construction, the Environmental or Chief Inspector will 

immediately halt work and notify the Spire Environmental Project Manager, the county coroner’s office, and the 

IHPA. If the county coroner is not available, the Environmental Inspector will contact the local law enforcement 

agency. The Environmental Inspector will ensure that human remains are protected from further damage, 

intrusion, or removal until proper examinations can be performed. Provision for security to protect suspected 

burials from vandalism will be taken, including monitoring of the area. Discovery of human remains should not be 

made public, including but not limited to, conversations with local residents, posting on social media, or 

communication with news outlets. Construction activities including vehicle traffic will be kept a minimum of 25 

feet from the remains (dependent on the location, construction design, and agency consultation) and separated 

by temporary fencing. If remains are found not to be of recent origin, the Spire Environmental Project Manager 

will contact the IHPA and FERC to ensure that relevant laws are followed. As soon as a determination has been 
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made that the human remains are Native American, FERC will contact appropriate tribal representatives for the 

region in which the remains were found. If the remains are not Native American and not associated with a crime 

scene, FERC and the Spire Environmental Project Manager will take into account guidance in National Register 

Bulletin 41: Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering Cemeteries and Burial Places (Potter and Boland 1992). A 

reasonable attempt will be made to identify the next of kin. Spire’s Environmental Manager will notify FERC of the 

situation and will continue to keep FERC informed as to the progress of further consultation. Spire will attempt to 

redesign the Project to avoid impact to the human remains. Only if avoidance is not possible will Spire proceed 

with removal of the human remains. 

If the unanticipated discovery of human remains is determined by the IHPA and FERC to be ineligible for inclusion 

in the NRHP, Spire will proceed with coordinating the proper removal of the remains through cooperation from 

the local police, the medical examiner, the IHPA, and FERC. Only after the human remains have been properly 

removed from the site should construction of the pipeline facilities in the site area be resumed.  

Under no circumstances should human remains be removed from the site without completing all permitting and 

coordination processes with the local police, the medical examiner, the IHPA, Native American representatives as 

appropriate, and FERC. Further work at the site will be suspended until all criteria of Section 106 of the NHPA and 

other related state and federal regulations have been successfully completed. 

1.1 References 

Potter E. W. and B. M. Boland. 1992. National Register Bulletin 41: Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering 

Cemeteries and Burial Places. United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. Washington, 

D.C.  

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. Undated. Guidelines for Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey/Reports. 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, Springfield. Accessed electronically, September 2016, 

https://www.illinois.gov/ihpa/Preserve/Pages/Archaeology.aspx. 
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GAI Consultants, Inc. - Chicago Office T 331.301.2001 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

August 29, 2016 

 

 
Ms. Rachel Leibowitz 

Division Manager and Deputy SHPO 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 

Springfield, Illinois 62701-1507 

Re: Initial Cultural Resources Consultation 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

Spire STL Pipeline  
Scott, Greene and Jersey Counties, Illinois 

Dear Ms. Leibowitz: 

GAI Consultants, Inc. (“GAI”) is submitting for your review the attached documentation on behalf of 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“Spire”), for the portion of the Spire STL Pipeline Project (“Project”) in Scott, 

Jersey, and Greene Counties, Illinois. The overall Project includes components in both Illinois and 
Missouri, and consultation with the Missouri State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) is being 

submitted under separate cover. Spire will be applying to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(“FERC”) for a certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas 

Act, as amended, for construction, operation, and maintenance of natural gas transmission facilities. 
Representatives from GAI and Spire met with your office on June 21, 2016 to introduce the Project.  

Project Description 

Spire is in the planning stages of the Project. As proposed, the Project will serve the energy needs of 
residential, commercial, and industrial customers in the eastern portion of Missouri, including the St. 

Louis metropolitan area and surrounding counties. The Project as proposed will consist of 
approximately 57.4 miles of new build 24-inch diameter steel pipeline (referred to as the “new build” 

portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with the Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (“REX”) 

pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene and Jersey Counties in Illinois before 
crossing the Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles County, Missouri. The new build then 

crosses the Missouri River and ties into an existing pipeline in St. Louis County, Missouri that is 
currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas Company (“LGC”) (referred to as “Line 880”). Spire is 

proposing to purchase Line 880, including its appurtenant and ancillary facilities, from LGC and modify 
the pipeline before placing it in interstate service. Line 880 consists of approximately 7.6 miles of 

existing 20-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis County, Missouri that will 

connect the new build part of the Project to the Enable Mississippi River Transmission, LLC pipeline 
along the western bank of the Mississippi River in St. Louis County, Missouri. The total length of the 

Project pipelines will be approximately 65.0 miles and will include the construction of minor 
aboveground facilities. A pig launcher/receiver will also be installed at each portion of the Project. The 

overall design capacity of the new build portion of the pipeline is expected to be 400,000 dekatherms 

per day. No compression will be required.  

Spire anticipates a typical 90-foot temporary construction right-of-way width, and a 50-foot permanent 

easement. The construction right-of-way is anticipated to be reduced to 75-foot at streams and 
wetlands. An additional 25 feet of temporary work space will be required through agricultural areas, 
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and additional temporary work space will be required to facilitate construction in certain areas, such as 

crossings of roads, railroads, streams, and wetlands. 

Illinois 

Approximately 45 miles of the new build 24-inch diameter steel pipeline will be located in Illinois and 
traverse Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties. One meter and regulating station and one pig launcher 

are proposed in Scott County, Illinois, at the interconnection location with the REX pipeline. In addition, 

Spire has assumed the use/development of new and/or existing access roads throughout the Project 
area. Additional temporary workspaces and contractor yards will also be utilized to accommodate 

equipment staging and stockpiling of materials along the proposed corridor during construction. The 
locations of these facilities are still pending. 

Site Description 

The Illinois portion of the Project is located in Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, Illinois, and is 

depicted on the attached portions of the Alsey (1983), Roodhouse West (1983), Carrolton (1985), 

Boyer Creek (1983), Otterville (1983), Elsah (1979), and Grafton (1995), Illinois United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute series topographic maps (Figure 1).  

The majority of the new build 24-inch pipeline is Greenfield and crosses primarily agricultural 
landscapes with some areas of forest.  

Methods 

On behalf of Spire, GAI will conduct a Phase I archaeological survey, geomorphological assessment of 
select locations with potential to contain deeply buried cultural deposits, and a Phase I historic 

architectural survey. Prior to fieldwork, GAI will conduct additional background research to supplement 
the online GIS data obtained for the Project area, and further determine the extent of previously 

recorded cultural resources in the proposed Area of Potential Effect (“APE”).  

Investigations will be completed for the APE for the Project, which will consist of a 300-foot wide study 

corridor centered on the new pipeline route, a 100-foot wide study corridor for each access road, and 

study of a contractor yard. GAI proposes to conduct systematic Phase I archaeological survey for those 
portions of the proposed APE determined to contain moderate to high potential for yielding 

archaeological sites. Per the current accepted guidelines, previously plowed areas exhibiting at least 
25 percent ground surface visibility will be surface collected by walking five meter intervals to look for 

exposed artifacts. This will be supplemented by excavating shovel test pits (“STPs”) in small areas 

where surface visibility drops below the accepted threshold. In areas that have not been previously 
plowed, or large areas where surface visibility is below the 25 percent visibility threshold, subsurface 

testing will be conducted by excavating STPs at 15 meter intervals along transects spaced 15 meters 
apart. Each STP will measure at least 40 centimeters in diameter. STPs will be excavated to an average 

depth of 60 centimeters deep unless culturally sterile subsoil is reached first. Excavated soil will be 

screened through one-quarter-inch mesh to allow for systematic artifact recovery. If artifacts are 
recovered in STPs, radial STPs placed at five meter intervals will be excavated around the perimeter of 

the cluster of positive STPs to more accurately define the archaeological site boundaries, per state 
guidelines. 

Portions of the new-build pipeline will be located on floodplains that may have potential to contain 
buried soils. GAI will consult with IHPA to establish a vertical APE for the Project in these settings. If 

the vertical APE is still considered to extend deep enough to impact potentially buried soils, a 

professional soil scientist will conduct an initial geomorphological assessment of those settings. GAI will 
collect soil samples via hand-augering. That data, combined with previous soil survey reports, will be 

used to present an opinion as to the potential of select areas to contain buried deposits that could 
contain intact archaeological remains. That assessment will be used to consult with IHPA to determine 
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if deep testing is required, and if required, help focus the efforts in limited areas of higher potential. 

Subsequent deep archaeological testing will be conducted as necessary and in coordination with IHPA. 

Based on guidance from IHPA, GAI will complete an historic architectural survey within one-eighth-mile 

of the proposed centerline. Architectural survey will serve to identify buildings, objects, structures, 
sites, or districts within the APE that are 50 years old or older. This will consist of photography of 

identified resources and landscape features using a high resolution digital camera, field notes recording 

significant architectural and landscape features, and marking locations of identified resources on 
Project mapping. 

Following completion of the Phase I survey of the Project, GAI will prepare draft Phase I Survey 
reports describing the methods and results of the cultural resources investigations, including Project 

maps, graphics and photographs, in accordance with IHPA’s guidelines. Mapping will be submitted 
displaying the survey status of each tract, areas tested versus disturbed, previously recorded sites 

within the APE only, and STP locations in the vicinity of recorded sites. GAI will include the requested 

short report as well.  

GAI would appreciate your review of the above proposed methods for this Project. GAI 

anticipates to begin background research and surveys in August 2016, and will coordinate 
with the appropriate personnel to conduct additional background research as the Project 

progresses.  

Please note the intent of this letter is solely for the purpose of formally initiating consultations and/or 
applicable permit applications. An invitation for you to participate in the FERC’s NEPA Pre-Filing Process 

will be addressed to you under separate cover. 

If you have any questions regarding this submission, please feel free to contact me at 412.399.5191, 

or by e-mail at J.Glenn@gaiconsultants.com. 

Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 
 

 
Jonathan Glenn, M.A., RPA 

Cultural Resources Manager 

 
JG/gmg 

 
Attachments: USGS Topographic Maps  (Figure 1)  
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ATTACHMENT 

USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS (FIGURE 1) 
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SpireSTLPipeline.com 

 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC 

700 Market Street 

Saint Louis, MO 63101 

August 5, 2016 

 

Ms. Rachel Leibowitz   

Division Manager & Deputy SHPOIllinois Historic Preservation Agency 

1 Old State Capitol Plaza  

Springfield, IL 62701 

 

Re: Spire STL Pipeline  
        FERC Docket No. PF16-9 
 

Dear Ms. Leibowitz, 

At Spire, formerly The Laclede Group, we never stop looking for better ways to provide energy now 

and for the future. That’s why Spire STL Pipeline LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Spire Inc., is 

proposing to develop and construct a new interstate natural gas pipeline that will bring an efficient 

energy source to southwest Illinois and the St. Louis region. As a member of the community, we 

want you to be informed about our proposed project and we want you to hear from us first. 

We are proposing to construct 60 miles of new build pipeline and upgrade nine miles of existing 

underground pipeline to further improve reliability and better serve homes and businesses across 

Illinois and Missouri. The planned route runs through Scott, Greene and Jersey counties in Illinois 

and St. Charles and St. Louis counties in Missouri. 

You are receiving this letter because your property is located on or near our currently proposed 

route. 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC has started the pre-filing application process for developing interstate 

natural gas pipelines by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) pursuant to 18 C.F.R. 

§ 157.21. FERC staff recently started a pre-filing environmental review process, which encourages 

early involvement by citizens, governmental entities and other interested parties. You can find more 

information about this pre-filing process at www.ferc.gov. You can see all the information about the 

Spire STL Pipeline using the docket number PF16-9.  

Included with this letter, for your information, is a general overview map of the proposed pipeline 

route and a diagram illustrating the FERC process. 

We believe that we can create a better project by hearing from you and listening to your feedback. 

That’s why we are hosting open houses this month so you can learn more about the project and we 

can learn more about you. 

At the open houses, more detailed maps will be available to show where the proposed pipeline may 

be located relative to your property. We want you to come, ask questions and provide feedback. 

Representatives of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) will also be there to answer 

questions about the FERC process for natural gas pipelines.  

http://www.ferc.gov/
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Spire STL Pipeline open house schedule 

Tuesday 

August 16, 2016 

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

August 17, 2016 

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

August 18, 2016 

5 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 

August 23, 2016 

5 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 

August 24, 2016  

5 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Scott County, 

Illinois 

Jersey County, 

Illinois 

St. Louis 

County, 

Missouri 

St. Charles 

County, 

Missouri 

Greene County, 

Illinois 

 

Scott County 

Fairgrounds 

401 North Walnut 

Winchester, IL 

62694 

 

Jerseyville 

Recreation Center 

401 Mound Street 

Jerseyville, IL 

62052 

 

Hazelwood Civic 

Center East 

8969 Dunn Road 

Hazelwood, MO 

63042 

American Legion 

Post 312 

2500 Raymond 

Drive 

St Charles, MO 

63301 

Knights of 

Columbus Hall 

U.S. HWY 67 

Carrollton, IL 

62016 

 

 

Check out more information on our website at www.SpireSTLPipeline.com. If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to contact us toll-free at 1 844-885-7234 or at 

STLPipelineInfo@SpireEnergy.com. 

 

We look forward to working with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Scott Jaskowiak 
Vice President 
Spire STL Pipeline LLC 
  

http://www.spirestlpipeline.com/
mailto:STLPipelineInfo@SpireEnergy.com
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Project Map 
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FERC Pre-Filing Process 

 

 

↓

↓

↓

↓

↓
↓ ↓

↓ ↓

↓

↓

↓

↓

EIS

Public Input Opportunities

Public Input Opportunities

(if denied)

(if approved)

EA

Public Input Opportunities

Applicant Process FERC Process

Applicant and/or Public can ask

FERC to rehear case or refer to 

FERC Administrative Law Judge

May construct and operate the 

project, only after obtaining Clean 

Water Act, Coastal Zone 

Management Act, and Clean Air 

Act permits.

Applicant and/or Parties can 

can take FERC to Court

Approves or denies project

Issues Final EIS

Responds to comments and 

revises the Draft EIS
Responds to comments received

on EA in Commision Order

Issues EA and opens 

comment period

Issues draft EIS and 

opens comment period

Holds meeting(s) in the project

area to hear public comments

on the draft EIS

Issues Preliminary Draft EA to

cooperating agencies for review

Issues Preliminary Draft EIS 

to cooperating agencies for review

Receives formal application

from Applicant

Files formal application

with the FERC

Assesses market need and

considers project feasibility

Studies potential site locations

Identifies Stakeholders

Requests use of FERC’s

Pre-Filing Process

Participates in Applicant’s 

open house 
Holds open house to discuss

project

Formally approves Pre-Filing 

Process, issues PF Docket No. 

to Applicant, and begins 

project review

Receives Applicant’s request 

to conduct its review of the 

project within FERC’s NEPA 

Pre-Filing Process

Issues Notice of Intent for 

Preparation of an EA/EIS. 

Opens NEPA scoping period 

to seek public comments on 

the project. 

Holds NEPA scoping meeting(s) 

and site visit in the project area.

Consults with interested agencies. 









 
 

GAI Consultants, Inc.-Chicago Office  T 331.301.2002 

1444 Farnsworth Avenue, Suite 303 

Aurora, Illinois 60505 

July 29, 2016 

 
 

Ms. Rachel Leibowitz 
Division Manager and Deputy SHPO 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, IL 62701-1507 

Re: Notice of Use of Pre-Filing Process 
Spire STL Pipeline  

Scott, Greene, and Jersey Counties, IL 
St. Charles and St. Louis Counties, MO  

Dear Ms. Leibowitz: 

Spire STL Pipeline LLC (“Spire”) is in the planning stages of the Spire STL Pipeline (“Project”). As 
proposed, the Project will serve the energy needs of residential, commercial and industrial customers in 

the eastern portion of Missouri, including the St. Louis metropolitan area and surrounding counties. 
The Project as proposed will consist of approximately 60 miles of new build 24-inch diameter steel 

pipeline (referred to as the “new build” portion of the Project) originating at an interconnection with 

Rockies Express Pipeline LLC (“REX”) pipeline in Scott County, Illinois, extending down through Greene 
and Jersey Counties in Illinois before crossing the Mississippi River and extending east in St. Charles 

County, Missouri until crossing the Missouri river and tying into an existing 20-inch diameter steel 
transmission pipeline in St. Louis County, Missouri that is currently owned and operated by Laclede Gas 

Company (“LGC”) (referred to as “Line 880”). Spire plans to purchase Line 880 from LGC and modify 
approximately nine miles of existing 20-inch diameter steel natural gas pipeline located in St. Louis 

County, Missouri that will connect the new build part of the Project to the Enable Mississippi River 

Transmission, LLC (“MRT”) pipeline along the western bank of the Mississippi river in St. Louis County, 
Missouri. The total length of the entire Project will be approximately 70 miles. 

Construction and operation of the proposed Project will be regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (“Commission”) among other regulatory agencies. Spire intends to utilize the Commission’s 

pre-filing process detailed in Section 157.21 of the Commission’s regulations, which allows the 

Commission and other agencies to initiate National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”) review prior to 
Spire filing an application to the Commission. The Commission would need to issue Spire a Certificate 

of Public Convenience and Necessity to enable construction and operation of the proposed pipeline. 
The preliminary Project schedule includes the following target dates: 

 July 22, 2016 - Commission acceptance into pre-filing; commencement of the NEPA process 

(pre-filing docket no. PF16-9-000); 

 August 2016 (Anticipated) - biological and cultural resource surveys; 

 January 2017 (Anticipated) - file final application with Commission; 

 August 2017 (Anticipated) - NEPA document published; 

 November 2017 (Anticipated) - Commission decision on application; and 

 February 2018 (Anticipated) - commence construction activities.  



July 29, 2016  Page 2 
Project E160438.00 
 
 

 

On behalf of Spire, GAI would like to take this opportunity to invite the Illinois Historic Preservation 
Agency to participate in the review of this Project as a cooperating agency during the Commission’s 

pre-filing process. We look forward to your involvement in the review of this important Project and 

appreciate your cooperation. 

Please note the intent of this letter is solely for the purpose of inviting you to participate in 

the Commission’s NEPA pre-filing process. The Commission will also reach out to you 
requesting your agency to be a cooperating agency. Specific and necessary consultations 

and/or applicable permit applications will be addressed to you under separate cover. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, please feel free to contact me at 
331.301.2002 or by e-mail at L.Ferry@gaiconsultants.com. 

Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

 
Lori M. Ferry 

Environmental Project Manager 
 

LMF/gmg 

 
Attachment: United States Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Map (Figure 1) 
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